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Missionaries  commissioned  in  Jackson 


new  missionaries  not  to  lose 
touch  with  themselves,  their 
spouses,  and  their  families 
when  the  pressures  of  min¬ 
istry  surround  them. 

''Guard  your  heart.  Be  care¬ 
ful  what  goes  into  your  heart 
through  your  eyes  and  mind. 
The  adversary  is  looking  for 
whom  he  can  destroy. 

"Fan  the  flames  of  your 
marriage;  when  the  last  spark 
goes  out,  it  is  very  hard  to 
start  it  up  agciin. 

"E>o  me  work  of  evange¬ 
lism,  and  model  what  you  are 
asking  other  people  to  do. 
Start  m  your  own  home,"  he 
admonished  the  missionaries. 
The  North  Americfm 
_  _  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 

SPECIAL  PRAYER  —  Congregants  at  First  Church,  Jadcson,  lay  hands  Baptist  Convention  is  the  com- 
.  new  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  missionaries  Wayne  and  binaticm  of  three  agencies  that 
God's  call  to  Rita  Snyder  during  a  special  prayer  time  at  the  May  20  NAMB  missionary  were  consolidated  under  a 
jnake  a  differ-  commissioning  service  at  First  Church.  The  Snyders  will  serve  as  church  1997  reorg^zation  plan: 
TOce*  in  the  planters  in  Al&rta,  Canada.  (Photo  by  William  l^iBBikHiM  Home  Mission  Board, 

world.  - - tm'mwrn  — - Brotherhood Conunission, and 

Illustrating  the  analogy  with  tiieir  commissioning  certificate  as  they  Radio  cmd  Television  Commission, 
of  rurming  a  race  as  introduced  tiiemselves  to  attendees.  With  income  of  $119,580,999,  NAMB  has 

id^ribed  by  the  writer  of  Jorge  Melendez  and  Ted  and  Carolyn  primary  responsibility  for  rninistries  in  the 
Hebrews  in  chapter  12,  Stephens,  all  new  missiorraries  commis-  U.S.,  Canada,  Puerto  Wco,  American 
Jleccord  said  the  race  is  sioned  at  the  service,  offered  their  testi-  Samoa,  Guam,  U.S.  Ifirgin  Islands,  and 
"only  for  those  who  have  monies  of  how  God  had  led  them  to  become  Northern  Marianas  Islands, 
come  to  the  point  of  say-  North  American  missionaries.  For  more  irfformation  on  NAMB  pro- 

ine,  'Jesus  I  need  you.  I  A  spodal  future  <rf  the  service  was  the  grams  and  opportunities  for  service,  con- 
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"Belief  in  the  Word  of  God,  no  matter 
what  the  circumstances  look  like  —  that's 
what  faiffr  is  all  about,"  he  said. 

The  commissioning  service  included  a 
number  of  musical  pieces,  including  an 
inspirational  version  of  the  song.  Carry  the 
Lig^t,  with  the  combined  voices  of  First 
Church's  Sanctuary  Choir,  Promise  Choir 
for  young  people.  Children's  Ensemble, 
and  a  duet  by  Sanctua^  Choir  members 
Sam  Mason  and  Sherry  Stegall. 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  also  p>erformed  the 
song.  Lift  Up  the  Lamb,  with  full  orchestfH, 
heimd  trumpjets,  and  banners.  .- 


Trustees  d|are  Christ 


At  the  lun-  CONGRATULATIONS  —  Frank  Pollard  (fight),  senior  pastor  of  First 
cheon,  Reccord  Church,  ]ackson,r«PiTvnends,  Juan  Cintron,  along  with  his  wife  Yaniria 
used  a  more  (left)  .will  serve  as  North  American  Mission' Board  (NAMB)  missionaries  in 
pefSbflal  tone  Puerto  RftoMhe'Cinfrons  were  appointed  during  the  May  20  NAMB  mis- 


ofmission- 


IJessbns 


StffrdSy 


ary  personnel,  read  Scripture  jusf-  befe 


exhort  the  sionary  commissiw^ng  s^ice  at  the  church.  (Photo  by  WilJiaa^^. P^os  Jr.)  ^  n 
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The  young  man  approached  the  village 
elder  with  a  heavy  heart.  "Teacher,  I 
have  sinned  against  my  neighbor," 
the  young  man  said. 

"In  a  fit  of  anger,  I  whispered  untrue 
rumors  to  the  itchmg  ears  in  our  small  vil¬ 
lage,  and  now  my  neighbor's  reputation 
has  been  ruined.  How  can  I  ever  make  rec- 
on^nse?"  he  asked. 

The  wise  elder  pondered  the  young 
man's  predicament  and  finally  said,  "My 
son,  I  can  see  that  you  are  sincere.  Here  is 
what  you  must  do:  after  everyone  has  gone 
to  sleep  this  evening,  take  with  you  a  bag 
of  feathers  and  place  one  feather  on 
every  doorstep  in  the  village.  Then 
return  to  me  at  first  light." 

The  young  man  aid  exactly  as 
the  sage  demanded.  As  soon  as  the 
sun  rose  the  next  morning,  the 
young-man  sought  out  the  elder. 

"Teacher,  I  have  done  as  you 
said.  Not  a  doorst^  in  the  entire 
village  was  overlooked.  Now  what 
must  1  do?"  the  yoimg  man  asked. 

"Go  back  to  those  doorsteps  and 
retrieve  every  feather,  and  your 
burden  will  be  lifted,"  the  wise  old 
man  said. 

"1  cannot  do  that,  teacher.  All  the 
feathers  have  been  blown  to  the 
wind  and  1  will  cannot  recover  all  of 
them,"  he  replied. 

"So  it  is  with  your  words,"  said  the 
teacher.  "No  matter  how-.sirfcere  the  grief 
over  your  careless  words,  you  can  never 
retrieve  all  of  them.  It  is  a  burden  you  must 
carry  for  the  rest  of  your  life." 

•  •  •  • 

The  ancient  tale  of  the  young  man  and 
his  careless  words  came  to  mind  recently 
when  a  brother  in  Christ  sought  to  share  a 
vicious  rumor  about  a  a  fellow  believer.  My 
spirit  sank,  as  I  grasped  the  seeds  of 
destruction  sown  in  his  words  and  also 
recalled  how  many  times  I  have  failed  in 
the  same  regard. 

Humans  have  taken  great  delight  in 
spreading  rumors,  gossip,  and  innuendo 
smce,  w^l,  since  there  have  been  humans. 
We  like  to  listen  to  gossip,  and  the  only 


activity  we  enjoy  more 
than  hstening  to  gossip  is 
transmitting  gossip  to 
other  people. 

A  whispered  word  here 
and  a  suggestive  comment 
there,  and  pretty  soon 
someone's  reputation  is 
ruined.  It's  sad  that  we 
don't  seem  to  care  any 
more  than  we  do  about  the 
victims  and  their  loved 
ones. 

Why  is  that  so?  The 
third  chapter  of  file  Book 
of  James  holds  some 
answers,  as  translated  in 
the  New  International 
Version: 

Wien  xbe  put  bits  into  the 


?pi. 

mouths  of  horses  to  make 
them  obey  us,  we  can  turn  the 
whole  animal.  Or  take  ships 
as  an  example.  Although  they 
are  so  lar^e  and  are  driven  by 
strong  winds,  they  are  steered 
by  a  very  small  rudder  wher¬ 
ever  the  pilot  wants  to  go. 
Likewise  the  tongue  is  a  small 


H. 

Jr. 


uoMY,  po»)*T  %atmk  Moma  with 

timA  PMijeiy«!  ricki  iauce  is 

UP  TO  MBR  CAM  IN  PISMTINClCiNAMlK^ 

?UP«i  CURf  IS  mUM  AT  A  SIMNPMCrTHeft 
^  TUS  Sumi^ORS  ARC  ABOUT  TO  MOTC  ^ 
OPRAH  OFF  TH6  ISlAN^.  X*^ABUSy>« 


part  of  the  body,  but  it  makes  great  boasts. 
Consider  what  a  great  forest  is  set  on  fire  by  a 
small  spark.  The  tongue  also  is  a  fire,  a  world  of 
evil  among  the  parts  of  the  body.  It  corrupts  the 
whole  person,  sets  the  whole  course  of  his  life  on 
fire,  and  is  itself  set  on  fire  by  hell. 

All  kinds  of  animals,  birds,  reptiles,  and 
creatures  of  the  sea  are  being  tamed  and  have 
been  tamed  by  man,  but  no  man  can  tame  his 
tongue.  It  is  a  restless  evil,  full  of  deadly  poison. 

Maybe  Mississippi  is  no  different  than 
any  other  place,  but  it  sure  seems  of  late 
that  we  have  had  considerably  more  than 
our  fair  share  of  rumors,  gossip,  and  innu¬ 
endo,  moving  like  a  raging  forest  fire 
through  both  the  Christian  community 
and  among  unbelievers. 

This  should  not  be  so.  Unbelievers 
may  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  Word  of 
God,  but  Christians  do  —  and  what  does 


it  say  to  unbelievers  when  we  Christians 
fail  so  miserably  to  live  up  to  our  own 
standards? 

The  taming  of  the  tongue  is  one  issue 
(among  manj^  where  this  editor  is  preach¬ 
ing  to  himself  as  well  as  to  the  readers  of 
this  column.  We  should  all  understand 
there  are  very  few  actions  capable  of 
.doing  greater  violence  to  our  witness  than 
rumor-mongering  and  gossip. 

It  is  a  failure  for  which  I  intend  to  ask 
the  Lord's  forgiveness,  and  also  for  his 
empowerment  in  combating  this  perni¬ 
cious  sin.  Join  me  in  an  earnest  prayer  that 
God  will  deliver  each  of  us  from  the  rest¬ 
less  evil  contained  in  our  tongues,  so  that 
no  one  else  will  go  to  hell  because  our  wit¬ 
ness  was  compromised  by  our  inability  to 
control  our  words. 

A  lost  world  is  watching.  What  is  your 
answer? 


McMinnville,  Ore. 

(BP)  — ^The  Dalai  Lama, 
spiritual  and  political  leader  of 
the  Tibetan  people,  recently  vis¬ 
ited  Portland,  Ore.  Aspects  of 
the  religious  leader's  tour  were 
not  only  promoted  by  area 
school  districts,  but  young  peo¬ 
ple  who  attended  a  youth  sum¬ 
mit  where  the  Dalai  Lama  spoke 
on  world  peace  were  shuttled  to 
and  from  the  event  on  school 
buses  at  taxpayer  expense. 

Given  the  application  of-  the 
First  Amendment  in  recent 
years,  this  would  seem  to  be  a 
clear  violation  of  the  "separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state." 

Supporters  of  the  youth 
summit  defended  the  use  of 
public  school  buses.  TTie  asser¬ 
tion  was  made  that  the  Dalai 
Lama  would  not  be  speaking 
on  a  religious  theme;  therefore 
it  could  not  be  considered  a 
religious  function. 

Tne  only  problem  with  the 
assertion  is  that  the  Dalai  Lama 
does  not  have  to  speak  on  a 
spiritual  topic  to  be  considered 
religious. 

In  fact,  he  does  not  have  to 
speak  at  all.  As  the  central  fig¬ 
ure  trf' Tibetan  Buddhism,  tfe 
Dalai  Lafiia  is  religion! 


Guest  Opinion: 

Playing  favorites  on 
church/state  issues 


By  Kelly  Boggs,  pastor 
Valley  Church,  McMinnville,  Ore. 


Dalai  Lama  is  not  a  name 
and  it  is  not  really  a  title;  it  is 
more  of  a  description.  The  term 
meEins  "Oceam  of  Wisdom."  The 
Dalai  Lama  is  also  known  as 
"His  Holiness"  to  Tibetans.  In 
his  homeland  he  is  referred  to 
as  Yeshe  Norbu,  the  "Wish-ful¬ 
filling  Gem"  or  simply 
Kunaun,  meaning 
"The  Presence." 

The  Dalai  Lamas  are 
the  manifostations  of  a 
particular  Buddha  who 
chose  to  take  rebirth  for 
fire  purpose  of  serving 
other  human  beings. 

The  present  Dalai 
Lama  is  the  14fii  incar¬ 
nation  of  file  Buddha  of 
Compassion. 

-  Adherents  -of  Bud-  Dalai 


dhism  believe  he  is  a  wisdom 
being  who  has  forgone  nirvana 
(the  desired  state  of  nonexis¬ 
tence)  in  order  to  help  the  less 
fortunate  in  their  effort  toward 
enlightenment. 

According  to  the  organization 
Friends  of  Tibet,  when  the  13th 
Dalai  Larna  died  in  1933, 
the  Tibetan  government 
did  not  simply  appoint  a 
successor,  but  it  nad  to 
seek  for  and  discover  a 
child  whom  file  Buddha 
of  Compassion  would 
incarnate.  The  regent  of 
Tibet  went  to  a  sacred  lake 
and  observed  a  vision  in 
its  waters.  This  vision  led 
to  file  discovery  in  1937  of 
the  child  who  is -presently 
Lama  the  Dalai  Lama.  ' 


The  Dalai  Lama  does  not  sim¬ 
ply  represent  Tibetan  Buddhism 
—  he  is  Tibetan  Buddhism.  In 
this  sense,  he  can  be  compared 
to  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  not  an 
adherent  of  (Zhristianity  —  he 
was,  and  is,  Christicinity. 

TTie  message  of  the  Dalai 
Lama  might  Be  positive  and 
peaceful.  It  might  be  encourag- 
mg  and  uplifting. 

However,  like  the  Ten 
Commandments  that  are 
banned  from  di^lay  in  public 
schools,  his  words  are  inherent¬ 
ly  religious  in  nature. 
Therefore,  according  to  various 
courts  in  our  land,  fliey  should 
not  be  promoted  W  the  state. 

Those  in  the  Portland  area 
who  supported  the  use  of  public 
schools  to  promote  and  trans- 

Bjrt  students  to  experience  the 
alai  Lama  are  either  ignorant 
of  the  depth  of  his  religious  real¬ 
ity,  or  they  simply  chose  to  dis- 
r^ard  the  recent  applications  of 
file  First  Amendment  fo  they 
could  blatantly  flaunt  a  religion 
they  favor. 

My  hunch  is  they  are  proba¬ 
bly  guilty  of  both. 

Boggs  urrites^a  weekly  column 
for, Baptist  Press. 
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Throwaway  bread  wrappers  carry  Gospel 


NDIAG  ANI  AO, 
Senegal  (BP)  —  The  eight- 
year-old  boy  waits  impa¬ 
tiently,  peekmg  around  ms 
mother’s  skirt,  as  she  buys 
a  loaf  of  French  bread. 
When  he  sees  the  merchant 
wrap  it  in  newsprint  with  a 
large  picture  of  bread  on  it, 
a  huge  smile  breaks  out. 

He  grabs  the  newsprint 
from  his  mother  and  runs 
through  the  crowded,  open- 
air  market  with  his  mother 
close  behind.  Cutting 
through  a  vegetable  stand 
and  men  dodging  some 


God,  Brown  says.  We 
wanted  this  to  reach  every¬ 
one,  so  [we]  invented  a 
points  and  trading  system." 

After  getting  a  bread 
wrapper,  a  Sereer  turns  it  in 
for  one  of  14  Bible  stories. 
The  evangelists  keep 
records  on  what  Bible  sto¬ 
ries  each  person  has  read. 
The  recoras  allow  them  to 
know  which  villages  are 
receiving  the  wrappers  and 
returning  for  more.  Each 


through  the  crowd  of  peo-  earned  50  points  and  the 

pie  proudly  says  to  the  privilege 

man  the  table,  coming  village.  The 

"Here's  my  paper.  I  am  here  evangelists  make  me  film 

for  my  prize."  His  mother  BREAD  OF  LIFE  — The  large  logo  on  this  vendor's  bread  wrapper  qualifies  the  showmg  a  huge  celebration 
quickly  adds  that  they  want  buyer  to  redeem  the  wrapper  for  a  prize  that  is  one  of  14  different  Bible  stories  and  bring  other  Christians 
prize  number  four.  and  Bible  verse  memory  cards  in  the  Sereer  language.  As  bread  vendors  travel  to  the  village  to  worship. 

Songo  Faye  looks  up  the  from  village  to  village,  and  as  Sereer  people  pass  the  Bible  stories  among  them-  "We  don't  really  know 
family^  name,  enters  the  selves,  the  good  news  of  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  is  reaching  hundreds  of  peo-  how  many  people  are 

redeemable  newsprint  in  pie  otherwise  isolated  from  Christian  witness.  (Photo  by  Sue  Sprenkle)  responding  because  we 

the  record  book  and  hands  -  aren't  keeping  track  of 

them  the  coveted  prize  —  a  sin-  bread  wraj^rs  at  the  market-  vendors,  free  of  charge.  Sereer  numbers,"  Faye  says.  "I  would 
gle  Bible  story  written  in  their  place.  The  Browns  have  served  evangelists  and  pastors  man  the  say  hundreds  and  hundreds 
own  language,  Sereer.  There  are  as  missionaries  in  West  Africa  distribution  booths  at  each  mar-  and  hundreds, 
more  than  one  million  Sereer  since  they  were  appointed  in  ket  to  give  out  the  Bible  stories  "That  one  Bible  story  paper 
^eakers  in  Senegal  and  1997  by  the  International  and  witness  to  any  who  will  lis-  passes  through  40  or  50  hands 
Gambia.  The  majority  nave  little  Mission  Board,  a  Southern  ten.  There  also  are  distribution  m  each  village  several  times 
or  no  access  to  theigood  news  of  Baptist  Convention  agency  sup-  points  in  different  villages.  before  the  next  story  makes  it  to 

salvation  in  Jesus  Christ.  ported  by  gifts  through  the  Brown  says  the  wrappers  are  them,"  he  says. 

"The  Sereer  want  to  know  Cooperative  Program  and  the  currently  bemg  used  in  10  mar¬ 
about  God  and  Jesus,"  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering, 

evangelist  says.  "The  Bread  of  "They  use  anything  they  Ccm 
Life  project  is  making  it  possi-  find  to  wrap  up  the  bread," 

ble  for  many  to  hear.''^  Brown  says.  "I  watched  one 

A  picture  of  a  loaf  of  bread  guy  sit  dovsm  and  read  his  bread 

with  the  words  "Bread  of  Life"  wrapper.  I  asked  him  why  he 

adorns  the  front  of  the  newsprint,  was  reading  a  piece  of  trash.  He 

Tlie  inside  print  instructs  partici-  answered  that  it  had  words  on 

pants  to  go  to  tiieir  nearest  dis-  it  —  so  it  must  be  read." 
tributor  for  a  prize.  The  prizes  are  The  Bread  of  Life  prefect  is  a 

14  different  Bible  stories  and  natural  fit  for  the  Sereer,  especial- 
Bible  verse  memory  cards  in  file  ly  since  custom  requires  a  person 
Sereer  language.  traveling  to  town  or  market  to 

Missionaries  Phillip  and  bring  something  home  that  is  not 
Karen  Brown  came  up  with  the  available  in  file  villages  —  bread, 
idea  for  the  bread  wrappers  after  One  million  wrappers  were 
seeing  their  own  traw  used  as  printed  and  distribute  to  bread 
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"The  story  on  paper  allows 
them  to  read  it,  thinx  about  it, 
and  understand  it.  We  cire  reach¬ 
ing  whole  households  at  a  time." 

"I've  heard  many  of  the  old 
men  say,  'If  this  is  truly  God, 
why  is  it  not  in  our  language? 
Our  God  must  speak  Sereer  or 
else  how  could  ne  make  us?"' 
Brown  says. 

"With  all  of  our  material  in 
Sereer  and  the  illustrations 
drawn  by  a  Sereer  artist,  we  are 
welcome  anywhere  we  go." 


Kazakhs  face  harassment 

LONDCW  (BP)  —  Two  young  men  who  lead  a  small  Baptist 
church  in  Kulsary,  Kazakhstan,  rave  protested  against  an  ilfegal 
order  by  the  dist^  prosecutes  bannira  the  ch*irch,  Keston  News 
Service  rroorted  May  16.  Prosecutor  Kragjbula  K^^rmov  ordered 
the  Iman  ^xrve)  Chtudi  to  stc^  all  meetings,  claim^  that  it  could 
not  function  until  it  had  state  registration,  despite  the  fact  fiiat 
Kazakh  law  does  not  ban  activity  oy  religious  communities  with¬ 
out  registratiem  —  a  frequent  claim  by  (jmcials  across  file  former 
Soviet  republic.  The  Iman  Church  is  the  second  unregistered 
Christian  house  church  to  be  closed  down  in  Kulsary  since  the 
beginning  pf  file  year.  An  April  16  report  from  file  Council  of 
Churches  of  Evangelical  Christians/Baptists  ^  which  rejects  reg¬ 
istratiem  on  principle  in  all  of  the  former  Soviet  republics  where  it 
c^ierates  —  complained  against  tilie  ^wing  trend  to  pressure  its 
congregations  to  register  or  close.  It  dted  a  warning  issued  by 
Judge  A.  Aenov  ancTprosecutor  R.  Jumagulova  on  April  2  to  ras¬ 
ter  U.  Rudenko  in  the  dty  of  Taldykoigan,  165  miles  ncrtheiJtof 


Members  of  Providence  Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  bring  their 
Mississippi  work  to  a  close  with  the  organization  of  an  African-American 
Southern  Baptist  Church  in  Meridian.  The  church  was  organized  on 
Sunday,  May  5,  after  revival  services  were  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 


Rudenko  in  the  dty  of  Taldykoigan,  165  miles  northeiitol 
five  former  cs^tal  Alma^,  that  he  was  violating  the  adhthdrtrtK 
five  code  by  leading  an  unregistered  leUmous^group.  Ihe  iijMl 
also  died  pwtoure  on  a  dnadi  m.Kfzykxoa  injHBMli' 
southern  KntwlMafL  Oa 


By  a  6-3  margin,  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  upholds  an  Indiana  law  stat¬ 
ing  that  individual  states  may  restrict  all  abortions  performed  during  the 
second  trimester  of  pregnancy.  The  Indiana  law  was  passed  shortly  after 
the  court's  1973  ruling  that  states  may  not  forbid  abortons  outright. 


The  newest  Southern  Baptist  seminary.  Southeastern  Seminary  on  the 
campusof  Wake  Forest  College  in  North  Carolina,  will  open  in  September. 
Seminaiy  president  Sydnor  L.S,tcaley  makes  the  annouiv^ement  at  a  board 


of  trustees  meeting  at  the  Edgewater  Gulf  Ho^el-in  Edgewater. 


The  Baptist  Record 


May  24, 2001 


Christian  role  in  science  told  at  conference 


ATTLE  — well-developed 

scientific  social  structure  so 

ices  owe  their  ous 

to  Christianity,  I  could 

new  discov-  among 

cosmos  an  leaving 

God  at  ‘  1  their 

the  he  1  thinking, 

scientists  J  about  vmat  they 

a  "Cosmos  the  modern 

confer-  vH  ence  as 

the  Discov'ery  did  centurv 

Jte  policy  was  because  the 

tural  acceptance 

hiristianity  was  the  Christian 

brin^g  mod- the 
to  birth  in  the 

declared  Sir  an  astronomer  the 

Poll^ghome,  an  University  Washing- 

and  ton, 

cist  from  Cam-  program  director  for  the 

e  University  in  COD  AND  SCIENCE  —  This  striking  composite  of  Michelangelo's  "Creation  ex  Discovery  Institute's 
nd.  nihilo"  and  a  modern  DNA  image  is  the  official  logo  for  the  Center  for  the  Renewal  of  Center  for  4he  Renewal 

such,  both  science  Science  and  Culture  at  Discovery  Institute  in  Seattle.  of  Science  and  Culture, 

[Christianity  have -  wrapped  up  the  Cosmos 

>  to  offer  each  other;  far  University  and  five  other  con-  to  find  God,  whether  tiw  like  it  and  Creator  conference  with 
being  at  war  with  one  ference  speakers  who  are  noted  or  not,"  said  Discovery  Institute  their  joint  addresses  on  the  cor- 
er,  science  ^  and  experts  in  varied  scientific  spokesman  Mark  Edwards  after  relation  between  the  measura- 
tianity  should  be  good  fields  revolving  around  cos-  the  conference.  bility  and  habitability  of  the 

Is,  Polkinghome  said  at  mology,  the  study  of  the  uni-  The  Cosmos  and  Creator  universe, 

vo-day  conference  spon-  verse  and  its  origins.  speakers  explained  that  evi-  "The  most  habitable  bodies 

by  the  Discovery  Cosmology  is  a  hot  topic  in  oence  for  intelligent  design  of  appear  to  allow  for  the  highest 
Lite's  Center  for  the  scientific  circles  today.  It's  a  spe-  the  universe  is  increasing  degree  of  measurability  of  their 
val  of  Science  and  Culture  dal  section  in  the  June  2001  issue  (compared  to  the  "random  environments,"  Gonzalez  said, 
ttended  by  about  700  par-  of  Astronomy  magazine,  and  it  chance"  of  evolution)  as  is  the  "The  same  processes  and 
Its  ill  late  April.  was  the  cover  article  in  the  awareness  that  former  expla-  physical  conditions  that  opti- 

lere  is  a  cumulative  case  Januaty  2001  issue  of  Sdentific  nations  for  the  origins  of  the  mize  habitability  on  a  plane- 
xl  the  creator,"  the  scien-  American,  with  a  shorter  article  universe  (such  as  evolution)  tary  body  also  optimize  mea- 
eologian  said.  "Centuries  also  in  the  March  2001  issue.  are  incomplete  and  inadequate,  surability." 

mtific  discovery  has  done  "It  is  such  a  hot  topic  partially  Four  developments  con-  The  implication,  Richards 

to  corroborate  religion."  because  it  is  so  specmative  and  verged  for  the  birth  of  mod-  explained,  was  that  the  cosmos 
kinghorne's  view  was  theoretical,  but  mostly  because  ern  science,  Hodgson  is  fine-tuned  not  only  for  the 
irteaf  by  nuclear  pl^sicist  the  origin  of  the  universe  is  the  explained:  systems  of  writing,  existence  of  intelligent  life,  hut 
E.  Hodgson  of  Oxford  point  where  most  people  expect  mathematics,  communication,  for  scientific  discovery  as  well. 


Missionary 
interview  to 
air  May  24 

NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  Baptist 
missionary  Jim  Bowers,  who. 
survived  a  Peruvian  military' 


jet's  April  20  shot^down  thatl 


sionaries  with  the  AssodaUon 
of  Baptists  for  W6^ 
Evangelism. 

Afc  religion  correspon- 
Peggy  Wehmeyer  also 
will  take  a  look  at  what  moti¬ 
vates  missionaries  vrivo  con¬ 
tinue  their  work  in  the  name 
of  God  in  the  face  of  danger. 

Bowers  tells  ABC's  Diane 
Sawyer  that  his  faith  in  God 
has  helped  sustain  him  and 
his  family  while  they  struggle 
to  understand  the  tragedy. 


Seniors  endorse  retreat  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Glenn  Shows,  consultant  in  the 
DEM  department.  "It  just  gets 
better  every  year." 

Several  attendees  agreed, 
different  churches  attending  the  LaNita  Webb,  a  member  of 
first  of  three  senior  adult  retreats  Forest  Church,  Forest,  said, 
at  Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  "This  is  such  a  beautiful  part  of 
Christian,  being  a  senior  was  God's  world  down  here.  The 
never  so  enlightening  or  fun.  conferences  are  so  good  and  the 
The  Discipleship  and  Family,  fellowship  is  such  a  blessing." 
Ministry  (DFM)  Department  of  Her  pastor,  Gordon  Sansing, 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  said,  "rve  never  been  to  a  bad 
Convention  Board  sponsored  one.  We  love  Gulfshore." 
this  first  retreat  at  Uulfshore  "One  strength  of  this  retreat 
May  14-16.  "This  was  our  is  the  variety  of  conferences  we 
twenty-fourth  year,"  said  offer,"  saia  Shows.  "1 
— 1^ - j - 1-,  that's  part  of  what  keeps  peo- 


"I  feel  like  I've 
been  eating  around 
the  clock,"  said  one 
man  while  waiting 
in  line  to  be  served 
lunch.  "You  sure 
can't  complain 
about  how  much 
we're  getting."  In 
addition  to  provid¬ 
ing  ample  meals 
and  breaks, 

Gulfshore's  food 
service  shone  at  the 
seafood  banquet  on 
I  think  Tuesday  evening. 

Retired 

■  I  I  j|  I  pie  coming  back."  James  Rich 

I  lU  Cor\ferences  ran  the  gamut 

from  practical  to  pure  fun.  From  twin  sons, 
more  serious  conferences  such  as  Richardson, 

"Mid-Life  Retirement"  and  "My 
Identity  in  Christ"  to  lighfiieated 
conferences  such  as  "Happy 
of  Life"  and  "Saturday  Serials 
Remembered," 

"Hspi 
BlankensI 
Remembered 

appreciative,  boisterous  crowds. 

"Mickey  loves  to  laugh," 

Brewer 

I  Heights  Church  in  Meridian. 

"We  sure  enjo}’ed  him." 

PLAYING  FOR  LAUGHS —  Mickey  Bounds  of  Farmervi lie.  La.,  There  \yere  also  plenty  of  Church.  "”  _ 
shares  one  of  scores  of  hilarious  stories  Hurmg  his  conference  at  i:oniments  about  the  food  af  time  here  for  fiiu.jieheat,  ThLs 
Seniof  Adulf  Week  af  Gulfshore  Assembly.TPhofO  by  Tony=l?tftTtin^ -  ‘^'  Gtllfshote!^  '  ’  ''  ‘  'year  ijlist  came  to  receive.  I  sum 


pastor 
[son  of 

Jay  A  FAMILY  AFFAIR  -  Jay  Richardson,  pastor 
,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  was  one  of  four 
Church,  Richardson  family  members  who  led  in  wor- 
Greenville,  and  ship  at  the  first  of  three  state  Senior  Adult 
Side  Gary  Richardson,  Retreats  at  Gulfshore.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

jrials  pastor  of  North - 

;aled  Oxford  Church,  Oxford,  hope  to  come  back  next  year." 

preached  in  the  worship  ser-  ’'In  years  past,  it  seemed  that 
t-j  «  ^  third  son,  Ian  half  the  attendees  were  first 

Side  and  Richardson,  led  the  music,  time  guests,"  said  Shows, 

^turday  Several  seniors  commented  on  "Now,  we're  getting  more  and 

drew  how  spraal  it  was  to  see  a  fami-  more  returnees.  That's  a  healthy 

ly  in  mimstry  serving  toge^r.  sign.  I  believe  that  there  are  a 
f  1 1  j  Other  seniors  were  simply  variety  of  needs  being  met. 
of  Oakland  thankful  to  be  .at  Gulfshore.  "Our  senior  adults  are  so 

"1  just  love  being  on  the  appreciative.  The  conference 
\yater,  said  Sara  Huff  of  Forest  leaders  feel  like  it's  an  honor 
ThLj  is  my  second  for  them  to  be  invited.  I  like,  for 


JjUtrBAJJUST  Rixokd 


Volunteers 


Over  a  hundred  years  ago  the 
Tennessee  militia  was  known  as 
the  Volunteers,  ready  at  a 
moment's  notice  to  pick  up  their 
muskets  and  march  off  for  what¬ 
ever  battle  they  volunteered,  for  a 
cause  they  felt  was  important, 
and  for  a  cause  that  was  larger 

than  they  were.  _ 

When  it  comes  to  today's  vol-  ~  change  dramatically  with  the 

unteers  for  the  work  of  God,  1  suppose  before  you  arrived  and  will  be  there  after  people  and  in  the  cultural  setting  where 
Mississippi  Baptists  could  be  labelecf  the  you  leave,  and  you  need  to  enter  in  to  you  are  going. 

Mississippi  Vblimteers.  Mississippi  Baptists  where  they  are  rather  than  force  them  to ,  One  erf  our  mission  teams  that  went  over- 
not  only  give  their  money  in  orcier  to  send  get  where  you  are.  seas  diougjht  they  were  going  to  be  building  a 

missionaries  around  the  world  to  tell  about  •  Leave  —  more  than  you  receive.  What  I  church  building.  They  got  there  and  things 
Jesus,  but  they  also  respond  as  volunteers,  mean  by  this  is  that  as  you  go  and  work  with  were  not  ready  for  them  to  build  a  building. 
While  we  may  not  know  of  all  of  the  volun-  a  churen,  or  mission  group,  do  not  deplete  There  were  no  blocks  to  lay,  and  no  wood  to 
teer  projects  that  took  place,  of  the  ones  we  them  of  ^  their  resources.  You  will  receive  a  nail.  The  building  was  far  from  being  ready  to 
were  able  to  calculate,  it  is  amazing  to  see  blessing  and  it  will  probably  be  to  tfie  point  construct.  So,  wrat  do  you  do  for  the  days 
what  Mississippi  Baptists  are  doing.  that  your  cup  overflows;  but,  in  a  practical  that  vou  are  there?  Well,  the  only  constructive 

Just  this  past  ^ear,  folks  from  our  sense,  be  aware  that  when  a  group  of  folks  go  work  available  was  digging  a  ditch.  Now, 
churches  went  to  41  states  on  missionpro-  to  help,  they  can  overload  the  resources  of  me  some  of  these  folks  were  gifted,  skilled,  capa- 
jects  and  40  countries  of  the  world.  These  folks  with  whom  ttiey  are  helping.  It  may  ble  builders,  but  they  jumped  right  in  there 
volunteers  make  a  difference.  They  are  seem  like  small  things  and  yet  they  can  and  spent  most  of  their  time  diggmg  a  diteh. 
yoimg  and  old,  men  and  women,  from  become  very  large  w&n  a  group  begins  to  Still,  that  is  not  what  they  went  there  to 
rural  and  ci^  settings.  Th^  travel  some-  use  tire  mission  resources  like  soap,  paper,  do.  Tl^  thought  they  went  to  build,  and 
times  near  and  sometimes  far  in  the  name  gas,  water,  and  electricity.  These  can  be  instead,  ended  up  digging  a  ditch!  Yet,  what 
of  Jesus.  Since  the  peak  of  volunteer  mis-  pushed  up  out  of  budget  Just  remember,  as  they  rea%  went  tirere  to  do  was  accom- 
sion  efforts  come  m  the  summer,  let  me  you  go,  try  to  leave  more  than  you  receive.  plished!  Tney  were  there  to  build  relation- 
share  with  you  some  guidelines  as  you  or  •  ftay  —  don't  stay.  Many  of  our  mission  ships!  Out  of  that  experience  multiple 
your  church  prepare  for  a  volunteer  mis-  endeavors  need  short-term  work  and  long-  things  began  to  transpire,  for  both  the  peo- 
sion  effort:  term  prayer.  While  you  feel  a  sense  of  spiritu-  pie  who  went  and  me  people  who  were 

•  Help  —  don't  hurt.  Remember  as  you  al  enrichment  because  you  are  using  some  of  there,  that  made  long-term  differences, 
go  that  you  are  there  to  serve,  not  just  to  be  your  vacation  time  to  ao  a  mission  project,  if  Wherever  you  go  and  whatever  it  is  that 

served.  You  are  there  to  help  with  what  a  you  are  not  careful  you  can  overstay  your  you  plan  to  do,  make  your  ultimate  goal  to 
church,  mission,  or  group  of  pieople  need  welcome  and  your  well-meaning  sacrince  can  be  caring  for  people  in  Jesus'  name.  If  you 
that  will  help  and  benefit  them  —  not  hurt  be  a  little  more  than  the  mission  or  missionar-  do  that,  whatever  you  actually  do  will  be  a 
them.  Sometimes  we  go  on  mission  pro-  ies  can  stand.  Note  this  —  while  you  may  not  by-product,  and  a  good  by-product,  of  what 
jects  and  rather  than  do  what  they  think  stay,  continue  to  pray!  The  power  of  interces-  you  went  there  to  accomplish.  The  Ixird  will 
needs  to  be  done,  we  want  to  do  what  we  sory,  knowledgeable,  spiritual,  and  ccwitinu-  be  honored,  the  people  will  be  blessed,  and 
think  needs  to  be  done.  Keep  in  mind  that  ing  prayer  goes  on  unaeigirding  whatever  it  you  will  have  accomplished  a  great  work 
the  folks  with  whom  you  work  were  there  is  mat  you  did.  for  the  Lord! 


Jim  Futral,  exe<!utive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


blessing  and  it  will 
that  your  cup  over 
sense,  be  aware  that  when  a  group  of* folks  go 
to  help,  they  can  overload  the  resources  of  me 
folks  with  whom  ttiey  are  helping.  It  may 
seem  like  small  things  and  yet  they  can 
become  very  large  when  a  group  begins  to 
use  ttie  mission  resources  l3e  soap,  paper, 
gas,  water,  and  electricity.  These  can  be 
pushed  up  out  of  budget  Just  remember,  as 
try  to  leave  more  than  you  receive. 

•  Pray  —  don't  stay.  Many  of  our  mission 
endeavors  need  short-term  work  and  long¬ 
term  prayer.  While  you  feel  a  sense  of  spiritu¬ 
al  enrichment  because  you  are  using  some  of 
your  vacation  time  to  ao  a  mission  project,  if 
you  are  not  careful  you  can  overstay  your 

icrincecan 


CP  fast  facts: 

•  CP  undergirds  the  work 


of  5,025  international  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  154  countries 
through  the  international 
Mission  Board  (IMB). 

•  1,700  new  churches 
were  started  last  year  through 
the  efforts  of  5,000  missionar¬ 
ies  supported  by  the  North 
American  Mission  Board^ 
(NAMB). 

•  782,700  prople  were 
baptized  worldwide  through 
CP  missions. 

•  More  than  15,000 
future  missionaries,  pastors, 
and  church  leaders  were 
equipped  through  the  work 
of  six  seminaries. 

•  CP  supports  the  missions 
and  evangelistic  efforts  of  the 
MBCB. 


CP  Stretch  meetings  highlight  program's  benefits 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


hostmg  rune  Cooperative  neglect  missions.  Ifus  is  simply 
Pn^am  Stretch  meetings.  He's  \  a  great  way  for  a  congregation  to 
quite  a  field  marshal.  \have  an  impact  way  beyond 

"We  wtuit  to  employ  state  con-  fliemselves." 
vCTition  board  members  to  put  a  Foe  additional  information  on 
perscHial  face  c«i  CP,"  said  Midiel.  CP  promotion,  contact  the 
The  Stretch  meetings  were  Missiems  Extensiem  Department 
held  in  nine  specific  georaphic  at  the  Mississi^i  Baptist 
sections  of  the  state  and  were  Conventiem  Board,  RO.  Box  530, 
attended  by  the  various  assoda-  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
tional  missions  directors  and  Telephtme:  (601)  292-3231  or  toll- 
board  members  in  each  area.  free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
After  lunch.  Michel  and  Jeny  1651,  ext.  231.  E-mail: 
Mixon,  director  of  the  MBCB  dmichel@mbcb.oig. 

Stewaidship  Department,  shared 
CP  promotional  ideas  with  the 

Board  members  were  encour- 
aged  to  contact  seven  strategic 
cnurches  in  ttieir  counties  and 
them  to  stretch  their 


Found  Faithful 

A  Backward  Glance  -  A  Forward  Look 

Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
invites  you  to  share  in  the  joy  of  the 
celebration  of  our 

ONE-HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 
June  2*3,  2001 

Friday.  June  1  -  Chapel  Choir  reunion 


encourage 
missicHi  support  through  CP. 

Churches  were  provided  cus¬ 
tomized  spreaddieets  higl^ght- 
ing  ttieir  participation  in  CP  giv¬ 
ing.  They  were  also  encouraged 
to  conduct  a  CP  celebration 
emphasis  one  Sunday  this  year. 

The  Cooperative  Program 
Stretch  focuses  on  ttie  church 
bud] 


Church  Opens  for  \^siting,  Viewing 
Displays,  Videos 

Hamburger  Supper  -  Serving  until  6  p.m 
Celebration  Service 


During 

pen- 

od,  assodational  and  CP  funding 
decisions  are  made. 

Churches  are  encouraged  to 
incluclemisskinsi^ipcHtasttiefiist 
line  item  in  their  annual  budget 
"The  Ccx>perative  Progi^  is 

an  avenue  ttirough  which  we  MAKING  MISSIONS  A  PRIORITIY  —  Jerry  Mixon, 
can  reach  the  entire  world,"  said  director  of  the  Stewardship  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Michel.  "Churches  face  the  Baptist  Convention  Board,  addresses  a  grexjp  of  assexia- 
temptation  to  get  so  locked  in  cm  tional  missions  directors  at  the  Stretch  meeting  in  Gulfport 
their  Icxal  needs  that  ^ey --^on  May  14.  (Photo  byTony'Martttf) 


8:30  a.m.  Church  Opens  for  Visiting,  Viqmng 
Displays,  Videos  ' 

10:30  a.m.  Celebration  Service,  Lunch  After  Service 

Please  call  364-1300  for  more  information  & 
,  to  make  meal  reservations^ _ _ 


NAMB  trustees  share  Christ  in  Las  Vegas 


Revival 
manual  by 
effield  now 
available 


making  a  commitment  churches. 

end  result  was  that  th^  group  walked 
came  the  morning  to  [a  mrough  neighbor- 
nearby  Hispanic  chur<m]  and  hoods  praying 
made  a  pubuc  profession  of  faith  households  in 
in  the  service,"  Guenther,  area  of  town  where 
of  Trinity  Church  in  sub-  a  new 
urban  Albany,  with 

of  experience  the  help  of 

that  excites  Southern  Baptist  Focus  I 

regular  Cities  resources. 

throughout  the  country  but  for  The  day 

Guenmer,  as  a  trustee  trustees  preached 

the  North  American  Mission  or  attended 

Board  (NAMB),  also  was  an  churches  through- 
opportunity  to  play  a  meaningful  the  city  and 

the  board's  over  the 

from  the 

Loving  Las  Vegas,  the  local  observation  deck 

presence  of  the  agency's  of  the  Strato-  WITNESS  IN  VEGAS  —  Ed  Rhodes  (right),  a  member  of  Charleston  Church, 

Strategic  Focus  Cities  outreach  sphere,  the  tallest  Charleston,  S.C.,  shares  his  faith  with  a  local  resident  during  a  May  5  block  party 

effort,  operates  the  booth  each  building  in  Las  at  First  Chut  ■-■■  —  — 

weekend  in  an  effort  to  distribute  Vegas,  ^ey  also  - 

free  copies  of  the  "Jesus"  video  were  given  a  guided  tour  May  7 
and  help  people  discover  a  per-  of  several  churches  and  mission 
sonal  relationship  with  Christ.  points  where  they  heard  of  the 
Guenther  was  one  of  about  work  being  done  by  Southern 
two  dozen  trustees  and  their  Baptists  in  the  past  and  present, 
wives  who  participated  in  a  ^'It  is  one  thmg  to  talx  about 
three-day  mission  trip  focused  missions,  fund  missions  and 
on  the  Loving  Las  Vegas  effort  ^  even  send  missionaries  ...  it  is 
preceding  their  regularly  sched-  ^"another  thing  to  do  missions," 
uled  May  8-9  meetmg  in  the  city,  said  Robert  E.  Reccord, 

In  addition  to  the  booth  at  the  N  AMB's  president, 
swap  meet  —  similar  to  a  flea  "NAMB  was  delighted  to 
— offer  the  opportunity  to  involve 

our  trustees  and  spouses 
in  missions  one  our  strate- 
^c  focus  cities  —  Las  Vegas. 

The  response  was  predictable 
—  a  heightened  excitement 
about  living  an  on-mission 
lifestyle,  churches  that  were 
greatly  encouraged  and  people 
mat  were  saved!" 

He  trustees  have 

requested  that  similar  Strategic 
Focus  Cities  missions  experi- 
ences  be  a  regular 
May  board  meeting 

At  the  block  parties,  trustees 
focused  on  manning  games  for 
children,  staffing  fooalines 
otherwise  serving 

—  freeing  up  volunteers 
from  churches  to  share 

Christ  those  attending. 


A  practical  revival  prepara¬ 
tion  manual  by  Forrest 
Sheffield,  senior  pastor  of 
Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  is 
now  available.  The  Revival 
Preparation  Manual,  which 
consists  of  164  pages  in  a 
three-ring  vinyl  binder,  con¬ 
tains  countdown  calendars  for 
1 4  committees  used  in  revival 
preparation  and  other  materi¬ 
als  to  assist  revival  planners  in 
achieving  their  goals. 

"The  Revival  Preparation 
Manual  is  a  'back  to  basics' 
approach  on  winning  lost  peo¬ 
ple  to  Christ  and  fanning  the 
flames  of  revival  among  the 
people  of  God,"  Sheffield  said. 

For  more  information, 
Sheffield  can  be  contacted  at 
(662)  842-6917.  The  Internet 
web  site  for  the  manual  is 
WWW. revival-prep.org. 


"We  came  here  to  do  the  ser-  believes  will  help  them  work 
vice  so  the  church  can  do  the  together  more  effectively  as  a 
ministry,"  said  David  Fannin,  body. 

Eastor  of  Nassau  Bay  Church  in  "I  have  much  more  of  an 

louston.  As  chairman  of  the  appreciation  for  the  board 
NAMB  subcommittee  responsi-  members  here,''  added  Pat 
ble  for  overseeing  Strategic  Northrop,  a  trustee  from  First 
Focus  Cities  he  also  was  glad  Church,  Opp,  Ala.  "They 
other  trustees  were  able  to  par-  came  with  a  passion  to  share 
ticipate  personally. 

'^1  think  it's  good  for  them  to 
see  how  critical  and  crucial 
their  task  is,"  he  said.  "Our  task 
is  to  reach  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
for  Christ,  and  if  we  ignore  the 
cities  we'll  never  do  it." 

Will  Fields,  a  lay  member  of 
Crusade  Church  in 
Conyngham,  Pa.,  said  he 
appreciated  the  opportunity  to 
connect  personally  with  the 
ministry  efforts  trustees  deal 
with  regularly  from  an  admin¬ 
istrative  standpoint. 

"As  long  as  we're  going  to 
have  a  Strategic  Focus  Cities 
initiative  like  this  we  need  to  be 
involved  in  it.  We  need  to  be  on 
mission,"  he  said. 

Fields  added  that  it  also  gave 
trustees  an  opportunity  to 
work  shoulder-to-shoulder  in 
ministry  and  get  to  know  each 
other  better  —  something  he 


NATCHEZ 

HOME 


Position  Ayailabli: 
Housxpakbnts 

Christian  married  couple  needed 
to  care  for  abused  and  neglected 
children  in  group  home. 
Minimal  requirements:  high  school 
diploma,  teachable,  flexible 
spirit,  energetic. 

Salary  and  benefit  package.  Please 
contact  Nancy  Hungerford 
for  more  information: 

601-442-6858  or  ^ 
\  fax  601-442-7722  / 


Calvary  Baptist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

invites  you  to  a  wonderfui  day  of  wisdom  and  worship! 

Keith  Manuei,  pastor 

A  free  barbecue  lunch  will  be  served  and  SPEAKERS  ARE: 

a  nursery  will  be  provided  for  children  "ATT - — 

ages  4  and  under.  P^'  •’^'7  A'."’ 

International  Mission  Board 

J  V  We  Can  Win  Our  World  Through  Chri.st! 


TRUSTEES  TALK  —  North  American  Mission  Board  trustees  (left 
to  right)  David  Fannin,  Danny  Souder,  and  Joe  Strahan  chat  at  the 
registration  booth  during  a  May  5  block  party  at  First  Church  of 
Boulder  City,  Nev.  Strahan,  of  Vicksburg,  was  sharing  how  he  had 
just  led  a  young  man  to  faith  in  Christ.  (Photo  by  James  Dotson) 


We  have  the  Perfect  Location  for  your  Group  Event! 


Our  Smoky  Mountain  Group  Packages 

include  lodging,  dining,  musical  shows,  Dollywood  and  other 
major  attractions  with  the  beautiful  Smokies  as  your  backdrop. 
One  call  to  us  can  save  you  time  and  money.  We  take  care  of 
all  the  details  for  you.  CALL  SOON  for  best  availability! 


Dr.  Chuck  Kelly,  president 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
We  Can  Win  Our  City  Through  Christ! 


^  Senior  Adult  Tours 
#  Family  Reunions 


*  Church  Groups 
Clubs/Organizations 


Dr.  Richard  Land,  president 
^hics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commi.ssion 


Good  News  Travels  &  Tours 


For  more  information  call  (504)  367-^64 


'800-464-7687  *  'maudeslsco@bellsouth!net 


on  visit  our  wehsfte  at  wi\Mii-hc7cTis^i 

■  •'  ^  -  -1^-  -  -  —  ■y.r--  ..  ^ 
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Tiir  BapTist  Ru  ord 


Jerry  Stovall 

First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson 


Mississippi  ‘Baptist  J^oundathn 


2001 

Board  of  Trustees 


Ron  Logan,  president 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church 
Madison 


Barry  Hardy,  vice  president 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Madison 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  has 
served  Christ  and  Mississippi  Baptists 
since  1 943  by  providing  many  avenues 
for  Christians  to  give  to  the 
Lord's  work  inxMississippi 
and  around  the  world. 


Paul  Breazeale,  secretary 

First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson 


Jim  Ford 

First  Baptist  Church 
Columbus 


Joe  Gary,  treasurer 

First  Baptist  Church 
Tupelo 


Ed  Jones 

First  Baptist  Church 
Pascagoula 


Bob  Maddux 

First  Baptist  Church 
Coldwater 


0 

Kearney  Travis 
‘  >^•*Firs^B^^pttst  GhurcK  - 
. i-lattiesbw.t& 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

OUR  MINISTRY 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  serves  as  the  trust 
agency  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  offering  a 
means  whereby  Mississippi  Baptists  can  provide  perpetual 
support  for  Mississippi  Baptist  ar>d  Southern  Baptist  causes 
until  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  returns. 

As  the  trust  agency  of  the  convention,  the  Baptist 
Foundation  promotes  Christian  estate  stewardship, 
receives,  invests,  and  manages  endowment  gifts,  and  dis¬ 
tributes  earnings,  as  specified  by  donors,  to  Baptist  min¬ 
istries.  The  Baptist  Foundation  serves  as  a  money  manag¬ 
er  for  Baptist  churches,  institutions,  and  agencies.  The 
Baptist  Foundation  is  directed  by  a  Board  of  Trustees 
elected  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  is  fund¬ 
ed  by  a  Cooperative  Program  allocation.  As  a  denomina¬ 
tional  agency,  the  Baptist  Foundation  is  committed  to 
winning  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus  Christ. 

COALS 

•  To  maximize  the  resources  Cod  gives  to  provide  per¬ 
petual  support  for  Baptist  ministries  through  good  stew¬ 
ardship  of  assets  entrusted  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation. 

•  To  be  a  resource  for  Mississippi  Baptists  for  estate  stew¬ 
ardship  information  arxl  assistance. 

•  To  erKourage  every  adult  Mississippi  Baptist  to  have  a 
Last  Will  and  Testament  and  to  include  Baptist  causes  for 
at  least  a  tithe  of  their  estate. 

•  To  be  a  provider  of  money  management  services  for 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches,  institutions,  and  agerKies. 

•  To  provide  excellent  customer  service  and  to  constantly 
improve  donor  relations. 


.  M.ih  )l(l  1  l^hci,  I  .  I  v-  (  >  '  i  litt  I  t(  ); 

|<ine  N(‘\v('ll,  ciss'x  i.iU’  (liKx  UjI' 

PtU  Hutton,  administriitive  assistant 
U'rrv  Tliornhill,  accountant. 


Baptist  Foundation  Assists  Kokomo  Baptist  Church 


by  Jane  Newell 
MBF  associate  director 


Kokomo  Baptist  Church  is  involved  in  an 
effort  to  build  all  new  facilities  to  replace  the 
community  school  building  built  in  the  early  part 
of  this  last  century  that  served  as  the  church 
building.  The  cost  of  heating  and  cooling  the 
large  antiquated  building  combined  with  several 
other  factors  proved  to  be  impractical.  Thus,  the 
challenge  of  building  a  new  facility  soon  became 
a  reality. 

Jane  Newell,  MBF  associate  director,  said, 
"It's  amazing  to  see  how  the  members  and  the 
leadership  of  Kokomo  Baptist  Church  are  using 
their  time,  talents,  support,  and  encouragement  to 
construct  an  incredible  place  to  worship.  The 
stained  glass  windows  are  awe-inspiring,  the  spa¬ 
cious  facilities  and  design  are  ideal.  It  Is  my 
prayer  that  this  church  body  will  continue  to  meet 
the  various  needs  In  this  community." 

Glenn  Nace,  pastor  of  Kokomo  Baptist 
Church,  said,  "With  an  annual  budget  of  less  than 
$60,000,  the  building  is  being  built  through  vol¬ 


unteer  work  and  fund  raisers."  Nace  was  encour¬ 
aged  by  Herrin,  associational  missions  director  for 
Lawrence,  Marion,  and  Walthall  counties,  to  con¬ 
tact  the  Foundation  for  assistance.  Herrin  stated, 
"I  would  encourage  each  association  to  educate 
the  church  leadership  of  the  services  offered  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation." 

Recently  Newell  spoke  to  the  pastors  in  the 
Walthall  Association.  In  her  review  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation, 
she  stated  that  the  Rev.  A.E.  Lucas  Memorial  Trust 
Fund  was  available  to  assist  needy  small  church¬ 
es.  This  fund  was  established  in  1974  with  a 
$4,000  gift  given  by  Mrs.  Clara  Platt  in  memory  of 
her  father,  who  for  many  years  had  served  as  a 
bivocational  pastor.  Her  ^sband.  Dr.  S.B.  Platt,  a 
son  and  daughter-in-law,  Sammy  and  jo  Ann,  sur¬ 
vived  Clara  Platt,  who  died  in  1999.  Mrs.  Pleftf 
regularly  contributed  to  this  fund  over  and  above 
her  tithe.  Since  the  fund  was  established  over 
$70,000  has  been  used  for  needy  small  churches. 

The  foundation  promotes  estate  stewardship 
by  offering  three  general  seminars  designed  to  fit 
into  the  time  allotted  during  discipleship  training 


or  perhaps  a  group  luncheon.  To  schedule  one  or 
all  of  the  free  seminars  for  your  church,  contact 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 


Pictured  above  are  Archie  Herrin,  Tri-County  associa¬ 
tional  missions  director;  Jane  Newell,  associate  director 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation;  and  Glenn 
Nace,  pastor,  Kolwmo  Baptist  Church.  The  trustees  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  unanimously  voted 
to  assist  Kokomo  Baptist  Church  with  a  $1,000  gift^ 
Newell  presented  the  check  to  Archie  Herrin  and  Nace. 


Amount  of  Seminary  Scholarships  for  Spring  2001  Semester:  852,019.60 


SCHOLARSHPRJHDS 

Luvie  Thomas 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson 

First  Baptist  Church, 
Natchez 

John  Davis  Memorial 
New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 
General  Fund 
Mrs.  Capitola  Dean 
Kate  B.  Brashier 
Irene  Laird 
Dane.  Hail 
CarlOlander 
Adams  Union  Association 
Carl  &  Dollie  dander 
Louise  Hart 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Will  Berry  & 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.M.  Frazier 
Norvell  Robertson 
Roland  &  Lillian  Leavell 
R.B.  Thomas 
McLaurin  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  Pearl 
H.G.  Carpenter 
Don  R.  ^er 
Buford  R.  &  Frances  B. 
Frazier 

E.C.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Bundle 
Thurman  Earl  Prevost 
Memorial, 

John  Flowers 
AB.  Cantwell 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary 

Grady  &  Fannie  Cox 
Leola  M.  Withers 
Eunice  Hutchins 
Gertrude  H.  Dana 
Cleveland  Annuity 
Joseph  &  Katherine  Oliver 
J.E.  Barnes,  Sr.  Memorial 
Jewell  A.  Grafton 
Joe  Hutcheson 
ApnipKier 
Turner 

Esther  Magness 
Gertrude  Johnsorv 
WWait  Taylor 


Alma  Pittman 
WiNiam  P.  Harper 
Minnie  D.  Parkman 
Otley  Pippen 
Hugh  Lee  Simmons 
Amanda  Kelly 
Celia  Fae  &  Zuma  Young 

GOLDEN  GATE 
BAPnST  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMMARY 
Jason  Bradley  Eider 
David  Humphrey 
Stephen  O.Orr 
John  Richardson 
Peter  Swann 
Deborah  McCabe 
Tiedemann 

HDWESIERNBAPnST 

THEOLOGICAL 

SEMMARY 

Charles  Ray 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BAmSTTHEQLOGRAL 

SEMMARY 

Frank  Hoyt  Ainsworth 
Michael  Atbritton 
Trent  Bell 
Paula  Binns 
Michael  Bird 
Nathaniel  K.  Blackledge 
Mark  A  Bowman 


Jeffery  W.  Box 
DeenaBoyd 
Emily  Bradford 
Domdd  Bresher,  Jr. 
Reginald  L  Bridges 
Rebecca  Brock 
Anthony  Brett  Campbell 
Nova  Nathan  Carroll 
Melissa  Jean  Casteel 
Rebecca  Caskxi 
Hal  Jackson  Clark 
Keven  Cllflon,  Jr. 
Jos^H.  Cole 
Kevin  Crozier 
Jason  Mounce  Davis 
Shannon  Allen  Davis 
Trenidy  Davis 
Gregory  L  Divinity,  Sr. 
David  Francis  Dow^ 
Amanda  M.  Dowdy 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Duncan 
David  Kenneth  England 
Talmadge  Shane 
Freeman 
Leslie  Gaines 
Juston  Gates 
Michael  Giles 
Ellen  Womack  Giles 
T.  Brett  Gdson 
Chanda  L  Stevens  Gray 
Chad  Gary  Grayson 
Jonathan  Wade  Haimes 
Connie  Lynn  Harris 
Ed  Herron 


Nicholas  W.  Hodges 
Jamie  D.  Holden 
Raymond  W.  Holder 
JoelD.  Hudson 
David  E.  Jacks 
Justin  Temple  Knight 
James  W.  (Buddy)  Knott 
Derek  S.  Lambert 
Matthew  E.  Loving 
Michael  Durell  Makamson 
Daniel  Robert  Malone 
Brian  M.  McDonald 
Don  M.  McKee 
Joanna  Joyce  Miley 
Milton  Wayne  Moak 
Robert  Moore 
Michael  Morgan 
Scott  Norris 
Alisha  Olive 
David  Lee  Patterson 
Ather  Ray  Quinnelly 
Jonathan  Craig 
Richardson 

Kelly  Anderson  Rinehart 
Dale  Round 
Clark  Rumfelt 
Sammy  Sabine 
Charles  Christopher 
Saveli 

Jane  Elizabeth  Schenck 
Jonathan  Eric  Sharp 
Ben  Persons  Skipper 
Phillip  Slusher 
Christie  Smith 
Derrick  Wayne  Smith 
Barry  Grant  Stegall 
Dwi^  D.  Stewart 
Timolhy  Stone 
Jerry  G.  Stroo 
Christian  Stubbs 
Donald  R.  Taylor 
Alison  Amanda  T rammell 
Paul  M.  Troeper 
Dana  E.  Vick 
KayleeQ.  Wade 
Jason  Wade 
Tim  Walker  t 
Stephen  WalkM 
Revis  Leon  Wallace 
C.  Rarrekfo  Wsiwer,  4 
David  H.  White 


PhiHip  Wiley 
John  D.  Williams  Jr. 

Arthur  Joseph  Williams  Jr. 
Paul  W.  Young 

SOUTHEIM  BAPTIST 

THEOLOGICAL 

SEMMARY 

Ben  Allen  Albritton 
Micah  Daniel  Carter 
Robert  N.  Chambers,  Jr. 
Derek  Hudson 
Bryan  Timothy  Myers 
Richard  Scott  Saveli 

SOUTHEASTERN 
BAPTIST  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMMARY 

William  E.  McMullan 
James  L.  Merck,  Jr. 
Gregory  Lee  Spencer 
Laura  Ruth  Th^pson 
Christopher  James  West 

SOUTHWESTERN 
BAPnST  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMMARY 

Heather  Anne  Booth 
Rev.  Charles  T.  Brister 
David  T.  Brown 
Justin  Busby 
Michael  Eric  Byrd 
David  T.^Cartey 
Cory  M.  Cartwright 
Wendy  Brown  Celoria 
Jonathan  M.  Cekxia 
Mark  Alan  Celoria 
John  L  Chappelear 


Teresa  Clark 
Kimberly  Michelle  Cook 
Ryan  Culpepper 
Christopher  Brantley  Dale 
Billie  Lester  Dantzler 
Robin  Dean 

Lynda  Nicole  Duckworth 
Jason  W.  Duran 
Jeremy  Emert 
Matthew  Ervin 
James  Russell  Fair 
John  Fairly 
John  H.  Fiynt,  III 
Mark  E.  Gibson 


Michelle  Mathews 
Stephen  May 
Jeremy  McMahan 
Katherine  Leigh  McNeece 
Rachel  Pritchett  Merchant 
Michelle  Ivy  Mullins 
Andrew  L.  Mullins 
Kevin  Partridge 
Herman  E.  Perrett,  Jr. 
Justin  Peters 
Pirom  J.  Pruski 


Lift,  Prd  ffutbm,  admadstntioe  aasistmt,  Maei^ippi  Baptisf 
F(mndiakm,withscholanhiprtdpmbafiweptionheldmffKir 
JtmratHcw  0rh«m  BaiistTheolo^Sem^urv. 


Robert  Daniel  Glenn 


Andrew  K.  Puckett 
James  Donald  Reeves 
Lucas  M.  Riley 


SouthuKstem  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  scholarship 
students  enjoy  the  MBF  reception  held  in  their  honor. 


Tom  Gmbbs 
Jill  R  Harrington 
John  M.  Holland,  Jr. 
Jonathan  David  Howes 
Alyssa  Zaneta  Hurst 
Byron  L.  James 
Jeremy  Lee 
Elisabeth  C.  Lee 
Paul  Timothy  Lee 


Patti  Lynn  Rone 
Keith  Anders 
Carrie  Sanders 
Patricia  E.  Sanford 
Chad  Sipes 
Jennifer  S.  Smith 
Howard  Wayne  Whitaker 
Jordan  Thomas  White 
Michael  Winstead 

Left  to  right,  Dorothy  Totten, 
Student  Financial  Aid 
Services,  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
(SWBTS),  Jane  Newell, 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  (MBF),  David 
McQuitty,  Student  Financial 
Aid  Services,  SWBTS  and 
Pat  Hutton,  MBF,  visiting  at 
the  Southwesi^  reception. 


Estate  Planning  Tools  for  Giving 

Outright  Gift 

You  can  make  a  gift  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  and  desig¬ 
nate  it  for  any  or  all  Baptist  causes,  from  your  local  church,  to  World 
Hunger  fund  at  the  International  Mission  Board.  With  your  gift  to 
the  Baptist  Foundation  you  will  know  your  gift  will  be  used  as  you 
directed  until  Christ  comes  again. 

Outright  Gift  of  Appreciated  Property 

Appreciated  property  such  as  stocks  and  mutual  funds  make  good 
giving  vehicles.  By  making  a  gift  of  appreciated  assets  your  tax 
deduction  is  based  on  the  fair  market  value  of  the  asset  and  not  your 
cost.  Thus  you  do  not  incur  the  capital  gains  tax  which  would  be 
due  had  you  sold  the  asset  and  then  made  a  gift. 

Gift  Through  Will  ^ 

Through  your  Will  you  can  specify  an  amount  or  a  percentage  of 
your  estate  to  be  given  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  and 
used  to  provide  financial  resources  to  the  Baptist  cause  or  causes 
you  desire. 

Charitable  Remainder  Trust 

The  Charitable  Remainder  Trust  allows  you  to  make  a  gift  today 
while  you  continue  to  receive  the  income  from  the  gift  for  your  life¬ 
time  with  the  remainder  to  a  Baptist  cause  at  your  death.  The 
Charitable  Remainder  Trust  is  flexible  allowing  the  income  to  be 
paid  to  you  and  your  spouse  or  you,  your  spouse,  and  your  children. 

Charitable  Lead  Trust 

The  Charitable  Lead  Trust  allows  you  to  establish  a  trust  with  the 
income  paid  to  the  Baptist  cause  you  specify  with  the  remainder 
paid  back  to  you  or  to  members  of  your  family  after  a  period  of 
years. 


The  Charitable  Gift  Annuity  allows  you  to  make  a  gift  today  and  get 
the  income  back  for  your  lifetime.  At  your  death  the  remainder  is 
paid  to  the  Baptist  cause  you  specify. 

Pooled  Income  Fund 

The  Pooled  Income  Fund  pays  Income  back  to  the  donor  with  the 
remainder  to  a  Baptist  cause.  This  is  a  great  giving  vehicle  for  smaller 
gifts. 


The  Donor  Advised  Fund  is  an  alternative  to  establishing  a  private 
family  foundation.  The  Donor  Advised  Fund  allows  a  family  who 
desires  to  financially  support  one  or  many  Baptist  causes  to  make  a 
gift  and  maintain  a  certain  amount  of  influence  on  investments  and 
beneficiary  distributions. 


You  can  make  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  the  owner  and 
beneficiary  of  a  life  insurance  policy  you  do  not  need  any  more  or 
purchase  a  new  policy  naming  the  Baptist  Foundation  as  owner  and 
beneficiary.  This  is  a  great  way  to  make  a  gift  to  further  the  cause  of 
Christ. 


Rcmamder  lutefcst  m  Real  Property 

You  can  make  a  gift  of  your  house  or  farm  while  retaining  the  right 
to  live  in  the  house  until  your  death.  You  have  the  assurance  that 
your  house  or  farm  will  be  used  at  your  death  for  the  Baptist  cause 
you  directed. 


These  giving  tools  may  sound  complicated  to  you  but  they  are  easy  for 
us.  The  Foundation  recognizes  each  individual's  particular  needs,  and 
goals.  We  strive  to  provide  our  Services  in  a  personal,  and  pfi^fessional 
manner:  We  will  be  glad  to  visit  with  you,  your  family,  and  your  financial 
advisors  to  discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  each  gift  type  to  find  the  one  that 
best  fits  you. 


MPf  It)  \ciniiniNU'.  '  )i'iklnit ^[  iJapti': 
Chiirih,  C  larksdale,  'larher  Scholai'hii) 


On  July  14,  2000,  Oakhurst  students.  Those  receiving  financial 
Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale,  Miss,  assistance  will  be  encouraged  In 
entrusted  the  Yarber  Scholarship  to  their  academic  pursuits  and  inspired 


be  administered  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation.  The  income 
earned  is  to  be  used  to  provide 
scholarships  to  individuals  attending 
any  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  supported  colleges  or 

seminaries. 
The 
Mississippi 
Baptist 
Foundation 
along  with 
a  scholar¬ 
ship  com¬ 
mittee  com¬ 
posed  of 
members  of 


to  provide 
future  schol¬ 
arship  aid  to 
equally 
worthy  and 
Tieedy  stu- 
dents." 
Persons 
interested  In 
applying  for 
a  scholar- 

a  1^1 1^  w  I  LI  I  ship  need  to 

a  scholar-  Ruth  Yarber  contact  the 

ship  com-  .  _  Mississippi 

mittee  com-  Baptist  Foundation  or  Oakhurst 
posed  of  Baptist  Church.  ,  - 
members  of  Ruth's  investment  in  the  Lord's 
Oakhurst  work  was  surely  rewarding  to  her 


L.E.  (Esco)  Yarber 


Baptist 

Church, 


during  her  lifetime,  and  others  will 
be  encouraged  and  strengthened  in 


Clarksdale,  will  be  responsible  for  the  years  to  come  because  of  her 
selecting  the  student  recipi-  care,  generosity,  and  support, 

ent  each  year. 

Jane  visited  with  Mrs. 

Yarber  in  Magee  where  she 
had  moved  to  be  near  her 
daughter  and  son-in-law, 

Gerald  and  Ruth  Elaine 
Yarber  Regel,  and  her  two 
granddaughters,  Jennifer  and 
Janet  Regel.  Ruth  Yarber 
died  February  8,  2001 .  Ruth 
Elaine  said,  "Mother  had  a 
deep  Christian  concern  to 
help  worthy  yoimg  people 
and  wanted  to  give  a  gift  to 
remember  the  Lord's  work. 

She  also  had  a  desire  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  outstanding 
Christian  influence  of  her 
husband  and  my  dad,  Esco 
Yarber,  and  following  Dad's 
death  she  established  a 
scholarship  fund  with 
Oakhurst  Baptist  Church  in 
his  memory." 

Jane  Newell,  associate  Seated,  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church  Scholarship 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Committee  member  Ruby  Jones;  standing  left 
Baptist  Foundation  said,  "  to  right  are  Jane  Newell,  associate  director  of 
Mrs.  Yarber.,demonstrated  her  ,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  foundatiot^Mitcheli 
vYillinghessTo  provide  needed  Brandon,  Scholarship  Committee  niember, 
financial  assistance  and  and  Sandra  Chow,  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church 
encouragement  to  ministerial  Scholarship  Committee  chairman. 


other  Services  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

ESTATE  STEWARDSHIP 

The  Foundation  promotes  estate  stewardship  by  offering  three  general  seminars.  Each 
seminar  is  designed  to  fit  into  the  time  allotted  during  discipleship  training  or  perhaps  a 
group  luncheon.  To  schedule  one  or  all  of  the  free  seminars  for  your  church,  please  call 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 

Will  Seminar  --  features  a  discussion  of  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  its  impor¬ 
tance,  including  a  discussion  of  valid  wills  in  Mississippi,  the  probate  process,  estate 
taxes,  property  ownership,  and  gifts  to  the  Lord's  work. 

Investment  Seminar  --  features  a  discussion  of  investments  to  help  individuals 
understand  the  concept  of  risk  vs.  return,  the  importance  of  asset  allocation,  and  the 
various  classes  of  assets  that  can  be  used  to  meet  an  individual's  investment  objective. 

Financial  Gifts  Seminar  —  features  a  discussion  of  the  ta^  advantages  and  the 
methods  for  making  charitable  gifts,  including  outright  gifts,  appreciated  property  gifts, 
insurance  gifts,  and  life  income  gifts  such  as  the  Charitable  Remainder  Trust,  Gift 
Annuity  and  the  Pooled  Income  Fund. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
can  be  contacted  in  the 
following  ways. 


Office  location 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Building 
515  Mississippi  Street 
\  Suite  203 
jackson,  MS  39201 

E-mail 

mbf@misnet.com 


Mailing  address 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
P.O.  Box  530 
jackson,  MS  39205 

Phone 

1-601-292-3210 

1-800-748-1651 

Fax 

1-601-968-0904 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

X  INyESTMENT  PERFORMANCE  SUMMARY 

T  O  T  A 

L  R  E 

TURN* 

Inception 

Year 

Quarter 

June  1993  to 

March  2000 

December  2000 

March  2001 

March  2001 

March  2001 

MBF  Equity  Fund  13.26% 

-24.9% 

-14.0% 

S&P500  Index  15.19% 

-21.9% 

-11.9% 

Inception 

Year 

Quarter 

March  1994  to 

March  2000 

December  2000 

March  2001 

March  2001 

March  2001 

MBF  Fixed 

Income  Fund  7.71  % 

13.20% 

3.98% 

Lehman  Brothers 

Aggregate  Index  7.59% 

12.53% 

3.04% 

*  Past  performance  is  no  guarantee  of  future  investment  returns. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  Accounts** 

Endowments 

42.68% 

$25,443,055.12 

Agency  Funds 

33.13% 

$19,749,343.73 

Life  Income  Accounts 

9.89% 

$5,892,959.73 

Cash  Management  Accounts 

8.18% 

$4,876,051.57 

Endowed  Scholarship  Accounts 

6.12% 

$3,653,567.29 

Total 

100% 

$59,614,977.44 

Total  Number  of  Accounts 

1,041 

Data  as  of  3/31/2001 


INVESTMENTS 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  provides 
money  management  services  for  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches,  institutions,  and  agencies,  as 
well  as  for  Its  own  accounts.  The  Foundation 
pools  its  assets  into  common  pooled  funds  that 
operate  in  much  the  same  way  as  mutual  funds 
thereby  affording  quality  investment  management 
even  for  the  smallest  account.  The  Baptist 
Foundation  uses  professional  money  managers 
chosen  based  on  their  specific  style  of  investing 
and  their  above  average  historical  rates  of  return. 
By  combining  money  managers  with  specific 
styles  of  investing  the  Foundation  gains  diversifica¬ 
tion,  reduced  risk,  and  hopefully  greater  overall 
investment  returns.  The  investment  services  are 
more  fully  described  below. 

MBF  Equity  Fund,  a  growth  stock  fund,  is 
designed  for  capital  appreciation  with  little 
emphasis  on  income.  The  Fund  is  invested  in 
stock  offerings  of  U.S.  corporations  as  well  as 
'  ernational  corporations  by  four  (4)  outside 
'3feSsf»)rial  money  mart^rgers.  The  perfor- 
mce  goal  of  the  fund  is  to  outperform  the 
)  idard  and  Poors  500  market  index. 


MBF  Fixed  Income  Fund,  a  bond  fund,  is 
designed  to  provide  income,  with  little  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  capital  appreciation.  The  Fund  is 
invested  in  U.S.  government  securities  and 
corporate  bonds  by  two  (2)  outside  profession¬ 
al  money  managers.  The  performance  goal  of 
the  fund  is  to  outperform  the  Lehman  Brothers 
Aggregate  market  index. 

MBF  Short  Term  Cash  Fund,  an  enhanced 
money  market  fund,  is  designed  to  outperform 
the  current  yields  from  six  and  1 2  month  cer¬ 
tificate  of  deposits,  as  well  as  the  91 -day 
Treasury  bill  rate.  The  Short-Term  Cash  Fund 
matches  a  competitive  rate  of  return  with  full 
liquidity.  The  Fund  is  managed  by  one  outside 
professional  money  manager.  The  performance 
goal  of  the  fund  is  to  outperform  the  rates  of 
return  on  one  year  certificates  of  deposit  and 
U.S.  Treasury  bill. 

MBF  General  Endowment  Fund  is 

designed  to  meet  the  long  term  investment 
objectives  of  perpetual  endowment  accounts. 
The  Endowment  Fund  seeks  to  provide  income 
while  guarding  against  the  effects  of  inflatiori,. 
The  Endowment  Fund  is  invested  in  a  preset 
allocation  between  stocks  and  jDonds,  which  is 


currently  30%  in  the  MBF  Equity  Fund  and 
70%  in  the  MBF  Fixed  Income  Fund. 

Pooled  Income  Fund,  designed  under  the 
guidelines  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service, 
provides  income  to  the  individual  investor  for 
their  lifetime  and  then  to  charity  at  their  death. 
The  Pooled  Income  Fund  is  available  to  any¬ 
one  wishing  to  provide  future  financial 
resources  for  Baptist  causes.  The  Pooled 
Income  Fund  is  currently  100%  invested  in  the 
MBF  Fixed  Income  Fund. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  —  providing 
services  to  Mississippi  Baptists  who  are  interested 
in  providing  financial  resources  to  further  the 
cause  of  Christ  in  Mississippi  and  around  the 
world.  Please  call  on  us. 

Disclaimer 

The  purpose  of  this  publication,  prepared  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  is  to  provide  help¬ 
ful  information  of  a  general  nature.  It  is  not 
intended  as  a  source  of-specific  legal  or  tax 
advice.  Any  reference  t6  past  jnyestmenj  perfor¬ 
mance  is  no  indication  of  future  investment 
results. 


Just  i  ok  the  Record 


Revivae  Dates 


and  Hopewell  Church,  Little  The  chil- 
ed  a  Rock,  will  hold  dedication  dren's  choir 
lome  services  on  June  3  for  a  new  (pictured)  of 
the  sanctuary.  Fellowship  will  be  Mt.  Moriah 
/ater  at  10:00  a.m.,  worship  at  10:30  Church, 
I  are  a.m.,  and  a  noon  meal  will  be  B  o  g  u  e 
colm  served.  The  dedication  ser-  Chitto,  pre- 
mis-  vice  is  at  1:30  p.m.  and  will  sented  the 
icoln  include  singing /testimony  musical 
;  and  time  featuring  the  Feltons  Kings, 
from  Lake.  Dreams,  and 

Schemes,  The 
Adventures 

The  May 


presentation,  I 

under  the 
of 

Steve  Yates, 
was  a  culmi- 

nation  of  the  Cl 

first  year  of 

the  children's  choir  program 
organization.  Danny  Moss  is 
pastor. 


New  Hope,  Foxworth:  June 
4-8;  8:30-11:30  a.m.;  Trut||i 
Trackers  expedition  open  f> 


Join  Us  for  a  Special 
Worship  Event! 

Sunday  ^ 

June  10  ^ 

9:30  a.m. 


children  ages  two  throu^  64) 


Hyatt  Regency  Ballroom  -  New  Orleans 


Sponsored  by  the 

Conference  of  Sonthem  Baptist  Evangelists 
and  the  North  American  Mission  Board 


Members  of  Clarke  Venable  Church,  Newton  County 


Founding  Pastor  -  First  Redeemer  Church 
Past  President  of  SBC  Pastor  s  Conference 
There's  Hope  Radio. &  Television  Ministry 


Canaan  Church,  Ashland:  dinner;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
June  3-6;  Sunday,  Sunday  Randy  Bridges,  Stewart,  evan- 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  gelist;  Doug  Warren,  music, 
a.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Larry 

Dukes,  Waterford,  speaker;  Interstate  (Bolivar):  May  27- 
Steel  Faith,  Ripley,  music;  Scott  30;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Brady,  pastor  '  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Harold 

Danley,  Elaine,  Ark.,  evangelist; 
Shiloh  (Carroll):  May  27-30;  Brent  Garrison,  Drew,  music; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  followed  by  Robert  Haney,  pastor. 


Dr.  Keith  Fordham 

Fice-President  of  COSBE 
26  years  as  full-time  evangelist 
Over  WOO  Revivals  and  crusades 


4200  Liteland  Drive  *  Jackson,  Mississippi  39208 

ON  SALE  NOW! 

2001  Dodge  Caravan 


Special  Music  Featuring: 

/hois  Jane  Huddleston  Jim  Murray^ 

Gerald  &  Cindy  Simmons  Jeff  &  Joy  Earle 

Sons  of  the  Father 
‘  ‘  Atid  OTHERS 


(601)9144200  ♦  1-800-737.1331  Vvniw.wason<lo<lg«.com 
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ker.  Smith,  Rudder,  and  Del  Cambre 

Bhutan  believers  suffer  increased  repression 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.)  ^ , 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

{I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(f  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

Bui  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  News  of  a 
wave  of  repression  against  the  churches  of 
Bhutan  recently  reacned  the  West,  just  as 
Christians  are  preparing  to  pray  for  the 
tiny  Himalayan  nation  wedged 
between  China,  Tibet,  and  India. 

Bhutanese  Christians,  a  relative  hand¬ 
ful  in  the  overwhelmingly  Buddhist 
land,  are  facing  some  of  the  strongest 
persecution  thw  have  yet  seen,  accord- 
mg  to  Indian  ^ptists  who  alerted  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  in  late  April. 

Believers  attending  churches  in 
Bhutan  in  April  reportedly  were  con¬ 
fronted  by  authorities  who  recorded 
their  names.  Some  ran  away  in  fear  of 
being  identified  and  punished.  Police 
also  nave  closed  churches,  interrogated 
pastors,  and  threatened  them  with 
imprisonment  —  demanding  that 
Chnstians  stop  evangelistic  activities. 

Bhutanese  Christians  fear  further 
actions,  and  the  Indian  Baptists  asked 


gelize  or  else  face  the  loss  of  free  education 
ror  their  children,  loss  of  access  to  free  Bhutan,"  a  Bhutanese  Christian  said, 
medical  care,  and  other  penalties.  "Christians  are  asked  either  to  leave  their  reli¬ 

gion  or  their  country.  In  some  places  they 
are  beaten  very  badly.  Th^  are  not 
allowed  to  gather  anymore.  Freedom  of 
religion  has  oeen  taken  away.  Christians 
now  face  termination  of  employment, 
expulsion  from  the  country,  cancellation  of 
trade  licenses,  and  denial  of  state  benefits." 

The  persecution  reportedly  began  to 
grow  last  year  after  Bhutan's  king  made 
a  speech  advising  his  people  they  would 
be  better  off  following  one  religion: 
Buddhism.  Taking  their  cue  from  that 
speech,  regional  officials  intensified 
repression  of  Christians  —  possibly  with 
the  encouragement  of  Buddhist  leaders 
who  claim  Christianity  will  bring  divi¬ 
sion  in  the  family  and  the  nation. 

These  events  are  unfolding  as 
Southern  Baptists  and  other  Christians 
ART  IN  VAIN  — A  young  artist  in  Bhutan  is  lost  in  plan  to  lift  united  prayers  for  the 


"Very  harsh  persecution  has  started  in 


for  urgent  prayers.  According  to  thought  over  a  Buddha  statue  he  has  just  completed,  unreached  Drukpa  people  of  Bhutan 
reports  in  early  May  received  directly  Bhutan's  Drukpa  people  are  lost  to  the  love  of  God  from  6  p.m.  Friday,  June  1,  through  6 
from  Bhutanese  believers,  Christians  and  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  Drukpa  will  be  the  p.m.  Saturday,  June  2,  during  the 
are  being  told  to  pledge  in  writing  that  focus  of  this  year's  Day  of  Prayer  and  Fasting  for  World  annual  Day  or  Prayer  and  Fasting  for 
they  will  not  gather  to  worship  or  evan-  Evangelization,  June  1-2.  (BP  photo)  World  Evangelization. 


Homecomings 


Mt  Olive  (CarroU):  May  27; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  covered  dish 
lunch  m  fellowship  hall;  Larry 
Edwards,  former  pastor,  speaker. 

Shiloh  (Carroll):  May  27; 
service,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
dinner  at  the  church;  Randy 
Bridges,  Stewart,  speaker; 
Doug  Warren,  music. 

Antioch  (Lawrence):  May 
27;  Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  limch  and 
fellowship  at  noon;  Bert  Lewis, 
former  pastor,  speaker; 
Dwayne  Dunaway,  pastor. 

Friendship,  Brookhaven: 
May  27;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  noon 
meal  in  fellowship  hall  fol¬ 
lowed  by  afternoon  service. 

New  Hope  (Lafayette):  June 
3;  Sunday  School,  10:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal 
followed  by  singing;  Robert 
Smith,  guest  spe^er;  Joe 
Nunley,  pastor. 

Bethesda,  Terry:  June  3; 
worship,  10:45  a.m.,  followed 
by  covered  dish  lunch;  Lynn 
Nations,  former  pastor,  sp>eak- 
er;  Marty  Wilson,  pastor. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
YOUTH  NEEDED.  Please  send  resume  to: 
l^rkway  BapHist  Church,  P.O.  Box  579, 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090;  (662)  289-1222  or 
fax  (662)  289-6116. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  Harrison 
County.  Send  resume  to:  Search 
Committee,  Robinwood  Baptist  Church, 
P^.  Box  580^ Saucier^ MS  39574. 
POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  full-time  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and  youth.  Housing  avail¬ 
able.  Thirty  minutes  away  from  Memphis. 
Send  resume  to  Slayden  Baptist  Church, 
2534  Highway  72,  Lamar,  MS  38642  or 
call  (662)  252-4559  or  (662)  252-4520; 
(ax  (662)  252-5248;  ^  e-rpail 

sbchurch@cfixie-net.com. 


Interstate  (Bolivar):  June  3; 
Svmday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds;  Lee  Kirk, 
Meadville,  speaker;  Brent 
Garrison,  Drew,  music;  Robert 
Haney,  pastor. 

Calvary  (Metro):  June  2-3; 
Sat.,  6:30  p.m.;  Frank  Pollard, 
Jackson,  speaker;  Simday,  10:30 
a.m.;  Jim  Futral,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  and 
Jim  Street,  speakers,  followed 
by  lunch;  Jim  Street,  pastor. 

Concord  Church,  Meadville: 
May  27;  worship,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  afternoon  singing,  1:15 
p.m.;  Tony  Mullins,  speaker.  ' 

Canaan  Church,  Ashland: 
161st  anniversary;  June  3; 
Sunday  School,  l6  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  Larry  Dukes, 
Waterford,  speaker;  Steel 
Faith,  Ripley,  music;  Scott 
Brady,  pastor. 

Hebron,  Pheba:  150th 
anniversary;  June  3;  worship, 
11  a.m.;  former  pastors,  speak¬ 
ers;  noon  meal;  afternoon 
singing,  former  music  direc¬ 
tors;  Dickie  Bryan,  pastor. 


CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  IN  SUN¬ 
DAY  SCHOOL  seeks  full-time  or  bi- 
vcxrational  associate  pastor/minister  of 
music  and  youth.  Please  send  resume 
to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old 
Hwy  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180  or  fax 
(601)  636-7574. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S 
MINISTRY  position  available  at  Hillcrest 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.  Contact 
Victor  Dorman  at  (601)  857-41 13  or  (feoi) 
878-5905. 

PART-tlME/MU»C  MINI^R  in  Neshoba 
County.  Send  resumes  to  Beatline 
Baptist  Church,  Search  Committee,  1 2345 
Road  505,  gjiiladelphia,  MS  39350. 
Daytime  (601 )  656-3653,  leave  message. 


Arlington,  Bogue  Chitto: 

May  27;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch 
in  fellowship  hall;  afternoon 
singing,  1:30  p.m.;  Kent 

Campbell,  Vicksburg,  former 
pastor,  speaker;  Mike  Moak, 
Bogue  (Jhitto,  music;  Bob 
Lynch,  pastor. 


Heucks  Retreat  (Lincoln): 
May  27;  Sunday  School,  9:30 


a.m.;  worship,  10:30  a.m.;  cov¬ 
ered  dish  lunch,  noon;  after¬ 
noon  service;  H.D.  (Bud) 
Swindall,  guest  speaker;  Tim 
Moak,  music;  Ken  Kirk,  pastor. 

Union  (Walthall):  June  3; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  noon  lunch  fol¬ 
lowed  by  singing  at  1:30  p.m.; 
Wayne  McCollough,  Jackson, 
speaker;  A.  Harvie  Jackson, 
pastor. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  S6  minirrHim.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising. 
Include  name,  addness,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY 
WRimN  ADS  ACXEPIED. 


VAN  SEATS  FOR  SALE!  Four  seats  that 
fit  1994  to  1998  model  15  passenger 
Dodge  van;  $275.  Call  (601 )  825-0605. 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
(800)  830-0583. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED  GLASS 
STUDIO:  Custom  church  wirxJows. 
Columbus  -  toll  free  (877)477-1899. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPA¬ 
NY,  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also 
church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  453-7424 
or  fax  us  at  (662)  455-6743.  Located 
at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
Greenwood,  MS  38930. 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's 

smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
MS,  (601 )  372-7700. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
7958  or  call  1800)  368-2705. 
ECONOMY  PASSION  MAY  PACKAGE 
FOR  CROUPS.  Tickets,  lodging,  and 
meals,  all  for  just  $36  at  Keller's 
Country  Dorm  Resort,  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.  Call  18001 859-89M. 

CHljRCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 


testimat«,  Davis  L/pholstery,  Quitman, 
'MfSs.,’fjfionem01)  776^SfeT7. 


UNIQUE  NEW  FUND  RAISER.  Sell 
charming,  nostalgic  Heirlooms  of 
Tomorrow.  Ftersonalized  Bible  book¬ 
marks.  Free  sample  &  details.  John  D. 
Eagan,  4032  Franklin  Ave.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  701 22. 

INDOOR  PLAY  EQUIPMENT  from  Ton 
O  Fun  (170  children  capacity).  Flaid 
$165,000;  for  sale  for  $65,000.  Call 
(601)957-8565. 

WESTWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
ALABASTER,  ALA.,  a  rapidly  growing 
church  located  just  south  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  creating  new  min¬ 
isterial  staff  positions  and  presently 
receiving  resumes  in  the  following  full¬ 
time  ministry  areas;  preschool,  adults, 
and  administration.  More  information 
is  available  on  our  web  site  at 
www.wwbc.org/employment  or  you 
can  e-mail  jay@wwbc.org.  Send 
resumes  or  recommendations  to 
Westwood  f’ersonnel  Team,  P.O.  Box 
1407,  Alabaster,  AL  35007. 

SEEKING:  DYNAMIC,  CROWING, 
Southern  Baptist  Church  in  northern 
Kentucky  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
adult  education.  Strong  organizational 
arxf  management  skills  and  a  desire  to  be 
a  part  of  a  strong  ministry  team  are 
required.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Florence  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  456, 
Florence,  KY  41022-0456,  ATTN:  Karen 
Byrd  or  email  to;  tmjohnson@fuse.net. 
BEAUTIFUL  CHURCH  ON  TOLEIX) 
BEND  LAKE  in  need  of  full-time  ptastor. 
Sertd  resume  to  Aimwell  Baptist  Church, 
ftistor  Search  Committee,  1892  Hwy. 
'1215,  Zwolle,  LA  7T496  • 
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Emily  Newton,  a  senior  at 
Blue 

Mountain  fl 

College,  was 
recently  hon- 


^red  at  the 
So  u  t  h  e  r  n 
Literary 
Festival. 
Newton's 
Mountain  College  essay  enti- 


Fisher,  King,  McGregor,  and  Coward 


Blue  Mountain 


Mississippi  Baptist  as  president  of  BMC  this  year. 

Convention;  and  Bettye  Pictured  (below,  from  left)  are 
Coward,  president-elect  of  Blue  Martha  Fisher,  Harold  Fisher, 
Mountain  College.  and  Skillman. 


William  Carey  College 
named  John  Wesiey  Hughes 
of  Pearl,  and  Jeannie  Miller  of 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  as  Mr.  and 
Miss  William  Carey  College. 
Miller,  daughter  of  Jane  and 
Felix  Miller  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
is  a  senior  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  major;  and  Hughes,  son 
of  Janna  and  Joey  Hughes  of 
Pearl,  is  a  senior  general  stud¬ 
ies  major. 


The  Fishers  and  Skillman 
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LifeWay’s  Exclusive  Bus  S6urce 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 

(800)370-6180 

“RAISED  RCX>P'  VANS  IN  STOCK 

- ~  •  Center  Aisle 

*  Low  First  Step 

_ •  2/1  Seating  with  Bucket  Seats 

2001  Model:  $36,900  (new)  •  More  headroom 
2000  Model:  $35,0(X)  (new)  •  15  Passengers  (no  CDL) 


www.carpenterbus.com 


Baptist  College  News 


Ministerial  Alumni 

Association  Officers  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  pictured 
from  left)  are  Wayne  I&vg,  past 
president;  Kenny  Digby,  presi¬ 
dent;  Johnny  Bums,  president 
elect;  and  Jason  Marshall,  secre¬ 
tary/treasurer. 


-  1  Hh  DAPTIST  KECORD 


Blue  Mountain  College 

(BMC)  recently  held  Honors 
Convocation.  Harold  Fisher, 
president  of  BMC,  presented 
the  James  L.  Travis  CRV 
Student  Award  to  Philip 
Caples;  the  Sibyl  Brame 
Townsend  Warren  Christian 
Leadership  and  Service  Award 
to  Sarah  Skillman;  the 
Florence  Connally  Tyler  and 
Mary  Lewis  Walters  Award  to 
Melissa  Potter;  the  Joyce 
Elaine  Campbell  Memorial 
Award  to  Anita  Goolsby;  and 
the  Nettie  Courtney  Paris 
Award  to  Jessica  Marshall. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Caples, 
Skillman,  Potter,  Goolsby, 
Marshall,  and  Fisher. 


The  Ministerial 

Association  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC)  pre¬ 
sented  Harold  Fisher,  BMC 
president  and  Dean  William 
Washburn  with  Bibles  in 
honor  of  their  retirement. 


Caples,  Fisher,  Washburn,  and  Ligon 


Special  Mission/  Volunteer  Airfares 

Bryan  Tours/MTS  is  the  largest  agency  for  mission,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  non-profit  related  travel  in  the  U.S.  Contact 
us  for  special  airfares  on  scheduled  airlines 
roundtrip  from  Jackson 

As  low  as... 


San  Jose  $570 
Guatemala  $515 
Istanbul  $1095 
Caracas  $615 
Panama  $550 
San  Salvador  $650 
Budapest  $844 
Prague  $899 

Warsaw  $920 


Tegucigalpa  $570 
Rio  $790 

Belize  $470 

Managua  $650 
Mexico  City  $535 
Guadalahara  $600 
Johannesburg  $1400 
Moscow  $995 
Nairobi  $1735 


(Rates  are  for  peak  season  summer  months.  We  have  lower 
rates  the  balance  of  the  year.  Rates  do  not  include  U.S.  departure 
and  airport  taxes  of  $45-$95  per  person) 

Bryan  Tours 

'  1929  Dunbarton  Drive^  Jackson,  MS  39216 
"  ^  Phone:  6(il-98t-1346  /  80(lp647-j?296, 

Fax:  601-981-9335  Email:  bryantours(i>aol.com 


King,  Digby,  Bums,  and  Marshall 


president  Harold  risner  is  pic 
tured  with  the  Alumni  Da) 


Pictured  (from  left)  are  Philip 
Caples,  past  president  of  the 
Ministerial  Association; 
Fisher;  Washburn;  and  Brad 
Ligon,  president  of  the 
Minister!^  Association. 


(BMC)  btudent  Government 
Association  president  Sarah 
Skillman  presented  gifts  to 
Harold  and  Martha  I^ier  in 
honor  of  their  contributions  to 
BMC.  Harold  Fisher  is  retiring 


tied  Spiritual  Newton 

Paralysis  in 

Joyce's  Dubliners,  was 
awarded  first  place  in  the 
competition. 


tured  with  the  Alumni  Day 
speakers.  Pictured  (above,  from 
left)  are  Fisher;  Wayne  King, 
chapel  speaker;  Kermit 
McGregor,  president. 


M 


Woman  recalls  horror  of  Islam  conversion 


Editor's  note:  This  article 
contains  graphic  information 
regarding  the  atrocities  being 
committed  against  Christians 
on  the  Indonesian  island  of 
Kasivi.  Reader  discretion  is 
strongly  advised. 

AMBON,  Indonesia 
(BP)^  —  "My  scar  heal^ 
quite  fast,  but  the  sad. 
Humiliated  feeling  stayed. 
I  feel  like  I'm  no  longer 


cmldcaUe^  duri^g^. 
the  ISrfe  12-1 3  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
annual  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  is  available  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  advanced 
registration  basis.  After  May 
25,  childcare  will  be  available 
on  a  space-available  basis. 
R^istration  forms  are  avail¬ 
able  at  www.sbc.net,  or  by 
calling  Lana  Home  at  (504) 


neighbors.  Unfortunately, 
as  traumatic  as  her  story 
sounds,  hundreds  of 
women  have  endured  simi¬ 
lar  ojmression. 

"My  niece,  Cecilia,  who 
at  that  time  was  eight 
months  pn 

circumcise(  ^  _  _ _ 

"My  mother,  who  was  in  her  hundreds  of  Christian 


was  also 

Sagat  said.  OPPRESSED  FOR  THEIR  FAITH  —  ( 

.  .  - - - — ....^.1  men  and  women 

/Us,  was  also  circumcised,  pregnant  women 
Teenagers,  and  even  infants,  under  r 

were  circiimcised.  I  don't  vert  all  Christians  in  indone's'ia,  . 

understod  ^ese  people."  their  faith  and  their  lives.  (Photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 

As  Muslim  jihad  war - — 

riors  press  *eir  efforts  to  kill  or  convert  all 
Christians  in  Indonesia,  many  Christians 
are  forced  to  choose  between  their  faith 
and  their  lives. 

Sagat,  who  is  Catholic,  was  bom  and 
raised  on  Kasiui  island  with  her  seven 
brothers  and 


On  the  Indonesian  island  of  Ambon,  repeatedly  tried  to  evacuate 
.  .  ,  — young  and  old,  even  infants  and  the  Christians  from  the 

thrp;,t  nf  Convert  to  Islam  and  be  circumcised  mosque.  FinaUy  on  the  third 

I  their  efforts  to  kill  or  con-  attempt,  Sagat  was  able  to 

I'  rnany  Christians  are  forced  to  choose  between  sneak  aboard  a  ship. 

"The  ship  took  off  with 
only  41  people,  including 
me,  she  said.  'I  saw  my  parents  cry 
because  they  could  not  board  the  ship." 

Sagat  found  refuge,  but  she  is  far  from 
secure.  "I  don't  know  what  to  do  with  my 
future,"  she  said. 

"I  guess  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  find  a 
way  to  get  my  parents  off  of  the  island,  but 
I  don't  know  how." 

For  more  information  about  conditions  in 
Indonesia,  contact  the  International  Mission 
Board's  human  needs  office  at  (804)  219-1675. 


466-5137. 

Five  childcare  sessions,  at  $5 
each  per  child,  will  be  available: 
Tuesday,  June  12,  from  8-1 1 :45 
a.m.,  1-455  p.m.  and  650-9:15 
p.m.;  and  V\4dnesday,  June  13, 
from  8  a.m.-12:10  p.m.  and  3- 
650  p.m. 

Registration  requires  a  $10 
non-refundable  deposit,  to  be 
applied  toward  the  final 
childcare  fees,  and  a  medical 
Ihfotowtion  form  to  filled 
at  gmrdian 


prayer,  which  is  recited  when  a  person 
accepts  Islam.  They  were  then  stripped  of 
their  clothes,  given  a  ritual  washing  and  re¬ 
clothed  in  traditional  Muslim  garb. 

Muslims  searched  the  Christians' 
belongings  and  burned  all  copies  of  the 
Bible  and  rosary  necklaces. 

The  women  were  sent  to  stay  with  local 
helping  each  Muslim  families  while  the  men  stayed  in 
the  mosque.  It  was  then  that  the  Christians 
were  circumcised. 

"All  of  us,  men  and  women,  young  and 


sisters.  Until  recently 
Catholics,  Protestants,  and  Muslims  lived 
peacefully  on  the  island,  even 
other  build  places  of  worship. 

Then  the  fighting  began,  '^t  first  we  did 
not  believe  when  we  heard  about  the 
bloody  coi^ict  in  Ambon,"  she  said.  "We 
said  it  was  impossible  that  our  own  friends 
and  neighbors  would  attack  us." 

Jihad  leaders  from  other  islands  began 
visiting  Muslim  villages  on  Kasiui  last 
October.  Christians  did  not  realize  until 
later  ^at  the  leaders  were  pressuring  local 
Muslims  to  attack  their  Christian  nei^bors. 
One  of  d>e  first  victims  was  Sagat's  uncle. 

While  returning  from  a  neighboring 
Muslim  village  he  was  surrounded  and 
attacked  by  a  mob.  Bleeding  from  numer¬ 
ous  machete  and  spear  wounds,  he  some¬ 
how  managed  to  return  home. 

"Still  he  told  us  not  to  take  revenge,"  she 
said,  but  when  Muslims  murdered  another 
Christian  man,  Sagat's  Christian  neighlrors 
fled  into  the  mountains. 

HUK  AV  ALHJO  PU  Sagat's  family  stayed  in  the  village  until 

late  November,  when  advancing  mobs  forced 
PZYHLS  ZAHABALZ  HUK  aU  Christians  to  seek  refuge  in  the  mountains. 

More  than  260  people  hiked  an  exhausting 
QBKNTLUAZ.  ^Hree  days  to  escape  the  Muslim  forces. 

On  the  fourth  day,  they  were  discov- 
LGYH  ZLCLU:  ALU  Muslims  urged  the  Cnristians  to  con¬ 

vert  to  Islam,  and  promised  them  protec¬ 
tion  from  the  jihad  fighters. 

"It's  very  hard  for  us,"  Sagat  said,  "but 
we  finally  decided  to  follow  the  Muslims 
to  their  village  and  do  whatever  they  told 
us  to  do  in  order  to  save  our  lives." 

When  the  Christians  filed  into  the 
Muslim  village  they  discovered  their 
neighbors  had  lied.  A  crowd  of  people, 
including  jihad  warriors,  lined  the  path 
leading  to  the  mosque. 

"I  felt  like  we  were  just  a  group  of 
hopeless  sheep  being  led  to  a  slaughter 


Muslim  woman  apologizes  for 
friend's  forced  conversion 

T  Muslims  in  Indonesia  do  not  support  nor  condc 
the  for^  (^versions  ttiat  jihad  warriors  are  enacting  on  Christians  mflte  Malukiu 
young  Muslim  woman  wrote  to  her  Oiristia^ 

Ma^^Abdu^  ^tess^  her  horror  and  sorrow  upon  leamine  that  her  fri« 


By  Charles  Mar> 
copyright  1999 


SVYK,  HUK  AV  KV  PA 


Clue:  G  =  Z 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  hshua  One:  Nine. 
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Family  Bible  Study 


Life's  priority 

Mark  10:17-31 

By  Lori  Clendinninc  W1 


r  Lon  Ulendinning _  Whoever  he  was, 

,  .  _  ,  this  man  was  a  seeker 

Leavmg  Perea,  Jesus  resumed  of  trudi  and  earnest  in 

:  iniirrwav  _ X 


questions  regarding  etem^  life 
and  how  to  wtain  ft. 

Traditionally  referred  to  as 
the  "rich,  young  ruler,"  that 
title  is  a  compilation  from  the 
three  Gospel  writers:  Matthew 
states  that  the  man  was  young, 
Luke  says  that  he  was  a  rul^ 
and  Mark  records  that  he  was  a 
man  with  great  wealth. 

Some  historians  believe  he 
was  Lazarus  of  Bethany  who 
was  later  raised  from  the  dead 
W  Christ's  resurrection  power. 
Others  claim  he  was  a  young 
man  from  the  neighborhood 
temple.  Because  of  the  nature  of 
his  questions  to  Jesus,  many 
presume  that  he  was  schooled 
m  Pharisaical  thought. 


required.  However,  the 
requirement  that  Jesus 
put  before  him  was 
more  challenging. 

First,  Jesus  required 
that  he  break  off  of  his 
old  life  by  an  act  of 
extreme  self-sacrifice: 
"Go,  sell  everything  you 
w.  uuui  aiiu  eamesi  m  have  and  give  to  the 

his  plea  to  Jesus  regard-  Qendiiming  poor"  (v.  21).  Alms-eiv-.v. 

obtain  eter-  mg  was  considered  a 

11  1  achievement  by  all  devout 

calk  Jesus  G(^  Teacher."  Jews,  but  this  wealth-leveling 

b^e  scholars  mteipret  the  act  would  scatter  his  worldly 
u  •  j  '^ood '  as  one  reserve  and  destroy  his  pride  as 

might  identify  an  English  or  eco-  a  man  of  riches, 
nomics  professor:  rather,  a  Secondly,  Jesus  directed  the 
^cher  otme  "good."  Stemming  man  to  set  out  in  a  new  life,  that 
trom  phari^cal  thought,  doing  of  a  disciple.  Jesus  asked  the 
good  m  order  to  gain  eternal  life  man  to  deny  himself  of  all  that 
was  this  man's  obsession.  Jesus'  he  possessed,  give  it  to  others 

^  a  principle  of  kingdom  liv- 
good  (V.  18)  and  that  no  one  can  ing,  then  unite  with  Christ  as  a 
speak  or  act  inteUigentlv  about  wholly  committed  disciple, 
goodness  without  looking  to  Jesus'  emphasis  was  whemer 
God  for  the  standard  —  was  this  religiously  and  morally 
meant  to  awaken  in  the  man  a  right  man  had  observed  the 
^nse  of  inadequacy  regarding  commandments  with  the  full 
his  own  goodness.  conviction  that  only  God  is 


was  this  man's  obsession.  Jesus' 
response—  that  "only  God  is 
good"  (v.  18)  and  that  no  one  can 
speak  or  act  intelligently  about 

goodness  without  loolcing  to 
lod  for  the  standard  —  was 
meant  to  awaken  in  die  man  a 
sense  of  inadequacy  regarding 
his  own  goodness. 

As  a  devout  Jew,  this  man 
had  lived  his  life  according  to 
all  that  his  religion  had 


Explore  the  Bible 

Opposition 

1  Samuel  26:1-31:13 


Jim  Burnett 


Following  God  faithfully 
these  days  can  draw  fire  and 
criticism  from  different  direc¬ 
tions.  Why?  Because  faith  in  the 
Lord  motivates  Christians  to  go 
against  the  grain  of  society, 
challenging  the  evils  of  the  day. 
Thus,  their  stance  for  Christ  will 
be  questioned  and  countered  by 
those  who  either  do  not  know 
God  or  are  out  of  his  will. 


trust  him  more  and 
depend  completely 
upon  him. 

Opposition  of 
authorities  (27:1,  6). 
Saul's  relentless  pursuit 


Burnett 


good  and  with  the  deep  humil¬ 
ity  and  spirituality  which  that 
thought  snould  bring. 


wise  faced  severe  perse¬ 
cution  and  opposihon  by 
the  authorities,  but 
strangely  enough  the 
Church  of  God  flour¬ 
ished  through  these  tur¬ 
bulent  times.  Therefore, 
against  all  odds  and 
opposing  forces,  we,  the 
children  of  God,  must 
stay  true  to  our  Lord  and 
Savior. 

Opposition  of  allies 

7).  As  the  Philistinps 


Saul  s  relentless  pursuit  of  (29:6-7).  As  the  Philistines 
David  had  pushed  David  and  assembled  to  fight  Israel,  David 
his  600  men  mto  Philistine  tern-  found  himself  in  a  difficult  posi- 
tory.  King  Saul  had  misused  his  tion.  Would  he  fight  his  Hebrew 


tory.  King  Saul  had  misused  his 
power  and  influence  and 
turned  Israel  against  God's 
newly  anointed  king.  This, 
however,  did  not  keep  David 
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exposition  is  something  all  from  following  God 
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God  s  children  will  face  and 
experience  at  one  time  or  anoth¬ 
er  while  on  this  earth.  Satan 
attempts  to  use  conflict  of  every 
nature  to  hinder  the  children  of 
God.  Yet  what  we  must  remem¬ 
ber  is  Gcd  uses  friction  as  a  tool 
for  honing  and  shaping  the 
redeemed  into  the  image  of 
Christ. 

Throuj^  the  uncomfortable 
and  chaDengmg  times  of  our 
lives,  we  are  invited  by  <2od  to 


What  if  tomorrow  you  woke 
to  a  country  hostile  toward 
Christiania  and  intolerant  of 
people  who  possess  faith  in 
Goa?  What  if  the  laws  of  the 
land  outlawed  Christianity, 
church  attendance,  and  Bible 
possession?  How  would  it 
affect  your  commitment  to 
God?  David  of  the  Old 
Testament  faced  strong  opposi¬ 
tion  in  serving  the  Lora.  The 
New  Testament  Christians  like- 


countrymen,  possibly  wounding 
Saul  whom  he  believed  to  be 
Clod's  anointed?  Or  would  he 
turn  on  the  Philistines  during 
the  battle?  The  Philistine  com¬ 
manders  chose  not  to  give  this 
giant  killer  the  option  and  thus 
sent  him  home. 

Sometimes  God  steps  into 
our  lives  and  narrows  our 
options,  keeping  us  from  mak¬ 
ing  unwise  decisions.  This  day, 
perhaps,  God  spared  David 
from  doing  something  he 
would  regret. 

exposition  of  enemies  (303- 
4).  (_an  you  imagine  driving 
home  one  day  from  work  and 


He  wanted  the  man  to  come 
to  a  place  where  he  would 
acknowledge  that  man  cannot 
be  good  enough.  Although  his 
soul  longed  for  something 
more,  the  man's  life  was  a 
moral  and  outwardly  religious 
one.  He  did  not  comprehend 
the  difference  of  the  eternal  life 
of  which  Jesus  spoke.  Could  he 
■v*  devote  his  wealth  and  life  for 
the  kingdom's  sake? 

Mark  alone  records  the 
man's  reaction  as  "sad"  (v.  22); 
a  word  that  translates  as  "low¬ 
ering."  At  that  moment,  Jesus' 
reqmrement  was  too  exacting 
for  him.  Although  he  was  will¬ 
ing  to  "put  his  hand  to  the 
plow,"  he  was  looking  too 
much  at  the  things  that  would 
remain  behind. 

Christians  often  become 
rich,  but  sadly,  the  rich  rarely 
become  Christians.  The  process 
of  gaining  wealth  encourages 
^Ifeseeking.  The  possession  of 
it  encourages  self-importance. 

Plainly,  it  was  not  the 
man's  riches  that  sent  him 
away  sorrowful,  but  it  was 
his  heart  condition.  It  is  that 
way  with  the  heart  of  all, 

finding  that  your  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  had  bem  kidnapped?  I  can 
not  think  of  a  worse  nightmare, 
and  yet  this  was  David's  and  his 
menk  experience. 

Following  God  invites  Satan, 
his  demons,  and  his  children,  to 
bring  harm  and  ^ef  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  (Sod.  Christians  must 
expect  and  prepare  for  opposi¬ 
tion  from  tile  prince  of  the  an. 

We  must  strap  on  the  full 
armor  of  (Sod  daily.  Though  the 
devil  shoots  his  fieiy  darts  of  dis¬ 
couragement  and  oppression  our 
way,  we  must  hold  up  the  shield 
of  faith  and  fi^t  the  good  fight. 

exposition  of  friends  (30:6). 
David’s  pain  of  losing  his  family 
to  the  Amalekites  was  com¬ 
pounded  as  his  men  talked  of 
stoning  him. 

It  is  one  thing  to  be  opposed 
by  the  enemy,  but  when  our 
fnends  become  hostile,  ultimate 
distress  can  occur.  Physical  and 
mental  fatigue  sets  in,  tempting 
us  to  quit. 

David,  l)owever,  did  tile  oppo¬ 
site.  Scripture  records,  "David 
strengthaied  himself  in  the  Lord 
his  (jod."  What  a  wonder^  pre¬ 
scription  for  anxiety  and  distress! 
David  truly  cast  m  his  anxiety 
upon  Ckxi.  In  return  the  Lord 


whether  rich  or  poor,  who 
must  choose  between  sin  and 
God's  kingdom. 

Gaining  entrance  into  God's 
kingdom  is  inroossible  by 
man's  power.  Tne  worldly- 
minded  man  cannot  enter  me 
kingdom  of  the  poor  in  spirit, 
nor  the  proud  man  enter  the 
kingdom  of  the  humble,  wi^- 
out  the  transforming  power  of 
God  Almighty.  For  with  God, 
and  God  Sone,  are  all  things 
made  possible  (v.  27). 

Oitiy  God  has  the  capability 
to  bring  into  his  kingdom  men 
who  are  spiritually  incompati¬ 
ble  with  it.  Even  though  a 
man's  life  may  appear  incredi¬ 
bly  hopeless  and  unredeemable 
because  of  the  sin  witii  which 
he  has  engaged,  God  can  trans¬ 
form  that  life  into  one  worthy 
of  his  kingdom  because  of 
Christ's  merciful  act  of  substi¬ 
tutionary  grace. 

Obtaining  God's  grace  and 
extending  it  to  others  is  our  pri¬ 
ority.  May  we,  through  (2od's 
power,  meet  that  chalfeige. 

Clendinning  is  a  former  news¬ 
paper  editor  and  a  member  of  Park 
Place  Church,  Pearl. 

filled  him  with  new  strength  and 
vigor.  Ciod's  grace  is  trufy  suffi¬ 
cient  and  amazing. 

Overcoming  opposition  with 
faith  (303, 17-19).  David  not  only 
regained  his  men's  confidence  as 
he  followed  dkxi's  instructions  to 
confront  the  Amalekites,  but  he 
recovered  all  the  Amalekites  had 
taken  iiKluding  family  and  pos¬ 
sessions.  By  faiti\  David  squared 
off  against  tiie  Amalekites  and 
defeated  them. 

Trusting  (kid  in  and  through 
every  situation  is  what  the  Bi^ 
calls  faith.  We  can  not  afford  to 
live  by  circumstances  and  deal 
with  life  in  our  own  strength. 

Paul  reminds  us  in  feimans 
that  we  are  more  tiian  ccmquerors 
in  Christ.  From  a  priscwi  Paul 
penned  tiiese  words:  "I  can  do  all 
things  through  Christ  who 
strengtiiens  me." 

Let  me  encourage  you  to  trust 
Ckxi  through  the  tiiick  and  thin. 
Regardless  of  tire  kind  of  opposi¬ 
tion,  struggle,  or  ccmflict  you  are 
facing  tc^y,  invite  CJod  to  be 
pur  mainstay.  Then  you,  like 
David,  will  overcome  opposition 


by  faitii,  and  your  relatiorehip 
witii  Jesus  will  grow  stror^er. 

Burnett  is  pastor  Raumond 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 
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Y*ocmEW'NG  F  ^  l^'’'^'?'?**f!A/\ih  o\d  iccjoning  ,  Bapdst  ONE  IN  THE  BOND  —  Janet  Hoffman  (right)  of  Louisiana,  national  president  of 

Administralion/*^  (MBCg)-  missionary  c®*^  ^  the  .  u,5  wife  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  joins  hands  at  the  close  of  the  May  20  North  Americafi 

'ronvention  „  kA.ssion  wifi^  ‘®^u)ition.  with  the  Mission  Board  (NAMB)\missionary  commissioning' service  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 

Worth  Gordo®- ''<^^he  ‘WBCB  d>Q^^  ^  fh^ionar»e5'  ^,^3y  -  with  tfrorrf  right' aft^  KoffthanJ  Prank  f^tard,  the  church's  wnior  pastor,*- Robert 

rhurch,  to  accep®®8  ^Qipted  to^^  Conven®on.^  .  Reccord,  NAMB  president;  and  Randy  Wood,  NAMB  director  of  missionary  person 

Convention  P”°Vtrginia  were  Bapn»  H.  PerK  ^ 


